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PREFACE. 


The  following  Sheets  were  never 
intended  for  publication,  but  writ¬ 
ten  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  being  read 
before  a  Medical  Society  in  this  Metropolis. 
Influenced  by  the  flattering  marks  of  atten¬ 
tion  with  which  they  were  received,  together 
with  the  felicitations  of  fome  of  my  refpeft- 
able friends,  I  have  been  induced  to  lay  them 
before  the  Public,  and  fubmit  to  their  can¬ 
did  and  impartial  examination. 

It  may  probably  appear  extraordinary 
and  unimportant,  to  revive  the  difcuflion  of 
a  fubjeft  fo  often  a  matter  of  debate,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  mofl:  men  now  fatisfadlorily 
difmifled  :  and  it  may  likewife  feem  fliper- 
fluous  in  the  eyes  of  many,  to  offer  to  the 
public  infpedlion  the  hiftory  of  a  difeafe 

which 
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which  has  been  fo  amply  treated  of  by  Df , 
Aftruc,  in  his  operofe  volume. — Had  he 
been  lefs  prolix,  and  more  connefted  and 
arranged,  thefe  obfervations  would  have 
never  appeared :  but  the  prolixity  and  ab- 
ftrufenefs  *of  this  moft  elaborate  and  inge¬ 
nious  performance,  have  been  the  caufe  of 
its  being  little  read  or  attended  to. 

It  has  been  urged  by  fome  as  an  inftance 
of  the  inutility  of  attending  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  Venereal,  or  of  any  other  diftemper 
' — that  admitting  we  pofTefled  a  perfe6l 
knowledge  of  its  hiftory,  origin,  &c.  they 
would  avail  us  very  little  in  the  method  of 
cure,  nor  would  they  point  out  one  fupe- 
rior  to  that  we  are  at  prefent  acquainted 
with;  and  that  inftead  of  perplexing  our- 
felves  with  new  theories  and  new  hypo- 
thefes  on  this  fubjefl:,  are  better  calculated 
for  the  oftentation  of  authors,  than  pro¬ 
moting  and  diffeminating  ufeful  knowledge^ 
it  would  ferve  more  for  general  good, 
to  attend  to  well  eftabliftied  rules  contain- 
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ing  found  praftice,  and  better  methods  of 
curing  difeafes.  Granting  this  to  be  in  a 
great  meafure  true,  yet  ignorance  of  the 
hiftoiy  of  this  diftemper,  as  far  as  it  is 
known,  would  be  inexcufable  in  men  who 
profefs  one  of  the  moil  liberal  and 
moft  extenfive  of  the  fciences^  in  which 
their  knowledge  cannot  be  too  univer- 
fal  or  diffufed,  were  they  to  arrive  at 
the  age  of  an  Antidiluvian,  and  poflefied 
greater  perfeverance  and  abilities  than  com¬ 
monly  fall  to  the  lot  of  man-^all  thefe 
would  be  infufficient  to  make  them  com¬ 
pletely  fkilled  in  every  branch  of  medicine, 
as  it  includes  the  whole  circle  of  the  Sci¬ 
ences — fo  limited,  and  fo  confined  is  human 
imderftanding. 

But  the  hiftory  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
cannot  appear  altogether  fo  trivial,  when 
we  confider  that  the  hiftory  of  difeafes  is 
not  an  inconfiderable  part  of  the  hiftory  of 
human  nature ;  and  as  an  elegant  modern 
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Writer  ^  obferves,  “  Intimately  coniieftedi 
with  the  progrefs  of  luxury,  intempe- 
ranee,  and  every  other  deviation  from  the 
iimple  laws  of  the  animal  oeconomy* 
‘‘  And,  therefore,  in  afeertaining  the  period 
''  of  the  firfi:  appearance  of  any  difeafe,  but 
particularly  of  one  which  originates  from, 
and  tends  to  annihilate  the  very  fource  of 
human  exiftence,  we  make  one  impor-^ 
“  tant  ftep,  not  only  in  the  general  hiftory 
of  the  progrefs  of  manners,  but  even  in 
“  the  hiftory  of  the  world/' 

Befides,  there  feems  to  be  an  innate  pro- 
penfity  in  man  to  fearch  for  caufes,  from 
feeing  effeftjS'f';  they  are  proportionally 
eager  after  caufes,  as  they  appear  the 
more  dark  and  inexplicable. 

^  Dr.  Martin  Wall,  of  Oxford. 

f  This  axiom  was  evidently  verified  in  the  Lues 
Venerea  ;  for  on  the  appearance  of  that  malady  in  our 
hemifphere,  the  attention  of  the  ingenious  and  learned 
feemed  to  be  totally  abforbed  in  attempting  to  trace  it 
to  its  fountain  head,  and  explore  its  principal  fource. 

This 
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This  principle  of  curiofity  may  be  call¬ 
ed  the  foul  of  difcovery ;  without  it,  every 
improvement,  every  veftige  of  fcience  would 
foon  be  enveloped  in  ignorance  and  fuper- 
ftitipn,  and  finally  obliterated.  When  this 
ipirit  of  excitement,  this  cement  of  fociety 
withdraws  itfelf  from  kingdoms  and  em¬ 
pires,  however  polifned,  or  however  refined , 
they  fink  by  degrees  into  their  primeval 
Ifate  of  rudenefs  and  barbarifm. 

Had  this  publication  been  intended 
folely  for  the  perufal  of  the  medical 
teader,  I  might  have  been  prompted  to 
have  entered  more  fully  into  the  praftical 
partes  but  I  had  in  view  as  much  the 
amufement  of  the  private  gentleman,  as 
the  information  of  thofe  in  the  profeffion 

I 

*  Did  my  inclinatioii  even  lead  me,  it  would  now  be 
fuperfluous  to  enlarge  on  this  part  of  my  fubjedt  j  for 
fince  this  publication  has  been  fent  to  the  prefs,  that  very 
eminent  and  much  experienced  furgeon,  Mr.  Hunter, 
has  favoured  the  world  with  a  quarto,  on  the  treatment 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

^  —who. 
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who  are,  we  may  prefume,  pofTefled 
of  an  equal  fhare  of  curiolity,  and  equally 
dcfirous  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  va¬ 
riety  of  conjectures  and  opinions  formed  by 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  philofophers,  hifto- 
rians,  phyficians,  poets,  and  divines,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  nature  and  introduftion  of 
this  deftruflive  diftemper,  this  peft  of 
mankind. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  annexed  to 
thefe  obfervations  a  few  experiments  which 
I  had  made,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  efFedts 

I 

of  the  Venereal  Virus  on  different  ani¬ 
mals,  but  they  feemed  to  me  fo  unfatisfac- 
tory  as  not  to  merit  attention.  The 
experiments  were  made  on  the  following 
animals,  viz.— The  dog,  cat,  and  rabbit. 
From  the  refill t  of  thefe,  it  appeared  that 
none  of  them  were  the  leaft  fufceptible  to 
the  Venereal  Poifon,  either  when  given 
into  the  ftomach^',  or  applied  to  the  organs 

fub- 

*  The  following  accidental  occurrence  tends  to 
elucidate  the  inferences  drawn  from  the  experiments 

made 


I 


P  R  E  F  A  C  Ei  xi 

fubfervient  to  generation,  or  to  incifion 
made  on  any  exterior  parts  of  their  bodies. 
Thence  we  may  conclude  that  its  efFe6ls 
are  confined  to  man  alone  :  he  is  the  vidtim 
devoted  for  its  rage.  But  why  it  is  fo,  and 
the  reft  of  the  creation  exempted  from 

made  on  the  ftomach  of  the  above  animals,  and  like- 
wife  to  prove  that  neither  the  fyphilitic  or  gonorrhoeal 
virus  has  any  efFe(5l  upon  the  ftomach  of  man. 

In  the  year  1781,  a  Captain  of  the  Navy  (at  Portf- 
mouth)  being  under  my  care  for  a  large  Venereal  Ulcer 
on  the  glans,  accompanied  with  a  confiderable  difcharge 
from  the  urethra — his  cuftom  was  frequently  through¬ 
out  the  day,  to  bathe  the  parts  with  warm  milk  and 
water,  in  which  he  fometimes  put  a  little  fpirits.  A 
feaman  waiting  upon  him  ©ne  morning,  and  being 
placed  in  the  room  where  the  Captain  had  been  in  the 
evening  before,and  feeing  a  glafs  rummer  half  full  of  this 
mixture  (which  had  been  ufed  for  the  purpofe  above- 
mentioned)  and  taking  it  for  rum  and  milk,  drank  it 
off.  About  two  hours  after,  my  patient  getting  out  of 
bed  and  inquiring  after  the  milk  and  water — the  failor 
told  him,  with  fome  hefitation,  ‘  he  hoped  there  was 
‘  no  harm,  but  that  he  had  drank  it.’  The  Captain 
alarmed  for  the  confequences,  fent  immediately  for  me  ; 
I  came  in  two  hours  after,  and  four  from  the  accident, 
and  ordered  him  a  vomit,  and  never  any  thing  difagree- 
ble  occurred. 


them 


them, the  utmoft  ftretchof.hu  man  inveftiga- 
tion  will  probably  never  be  able  to  difcover* 

In  order,  however,  to  render  this  differ- 
tation  more  acceptable  to  the  praftitioner, 
and  of  greater  utility,  I  have  added  a  fhort 
hiftory  of  the  various  remedies  recommend¬ 
ed  from  the  period  of  the  firft  appearance  of 
the  difeafe  in  Europe,  to  thefe  times ;  and 
have  thrown  in  fome  general  obfervations 
on  the  different  modes  of  treatment  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  in  vogue  Thefe,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will 
not  appear  altogether  unworthy  of  perufal, 
as  they  are  the  reftilt  of  obfervation,  and 
a  pretty  extenfive  experience my  late 
fituation  in  the  Navy  having  afforded  a 
large  field  for  Venereal  praftice. 

If  I  have,  in  any  degree,  been  inftrumental 
in  exciting  thofe  who  are  better  calculated  to 
treat  of  my  fubjeft,  in  a  more  enlarged 
and  extended  fcale,  and  whofe  geniufes  are. 
better  adapted  to  the  fpirit  of  inquiry 
and  inveftigation,  the  intention  of  thefe 
pages  is  fully  accomplifhed. 
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Variety  of  opinions  have  pre- 


JLJL  vailed  in  determining  at  what  xra, 
the  Lues  Venerea  made  its  appearance  in 
Europe  5  but  it  is  now  the  general  belief/ 
that  it  was  unknown  in"  any  European 
kingdom  before  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth 
century ;  and  was  then  imported  from  the 
iflands  adjacent  to  the  Continent  of  South 
America,  by  fome  of  the  companions  of 
Columbus ;  having  been  communicated 
to  them  at  the  period  when  that  enterpri- 
fing  adventurer  firft  explored  that  part  of 
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the  world.  Their  accounts  of  it  ftrike  us 
with  wonder  and  amazement ;  from  thefe 
it  appears,  that  it  was  a  common  diftemper 
amongft  thofe  iflands,  but  particularly  in 
Hifpaniola,  where  it  was  epidemic  and 
contagious  like  the  itch ,  and  that  it  was 
in  a  manner  hereditary  to  the  natives,  who 
not  only  contrafted  it  by  venery,  but  it 
likewife  broke  out  fpontaneoufly  upon 
them}  owing,  as  has  been  fuppofed  by 
many  Spanifh  authors  of  confequence, 
particularly  Gonzalvo  F  ernando  de  Oviedo^, 
who  refided  many  years  among  them,  to 
proceed  from  their  grofs  and  intempe¬ 
rate  manner  of  living,  united  to  that 
Doth  and  inaftivity,  the  natural  effefts 
of  a  hot  climate.  They  further  inform 
us,  that  they  w^ere  in  other  relpefts  a  very 
healthy  people ;  they  feemed,  agreeable  to 
the  accounts  of  a  late  celebrated  writer  -f-, 
to  be  every  way  exempt  from  many  of  the 
diftempers  which  afflift  civilized  and  po- 

^  Ovied.  Hift.  General,  tc  Natural,  de  Ind.  Oc¬ 
cident. 

t  Robertfon  Hiit,  America,  Vol.  2.  Book  vlii. 

lifhed 
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lifhecl  nations.  None  of  the  maladies 
which  are  the  immediate  oifspring  of  lux¬ 
ury  ever  vifited  them  3  and  they  had  no 
names  in  their  language,  by  which  to  dif- 
tinguifh  this  numerous  train  of  adven¬ 
titious  misfortunes.  That  in  return  for 
the  compliment  they  prefented  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  were  infefted  with  the  fmall-pox 
a  difeafe  confiderably  more  difagreeable  and 
deftruftive  amongft  them,  than  theVenereal 
Diftemper  ever  was  with  us,  even  in  its 
word:  condition. 

Previous  to  its  being  fo  univerfally  dif- 
tinguilhed  in  Europe,  it  had  got  fome 
footing  in  Italy  in  1493,  but  not  raging 
rapidly  was  paid  little  attention  to.  Two 
years  after,  the  memorable  fiege  of  Naples 
occurred,  which  gave  it  an  opportunity  of 
being  more  generally  diffufed  throughout 
the  French  army,  who  were  there  waging 

■*  Le  Clerc,  fpeaking  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  ob'- 
ferves,  that  the  Spaniards,  upon  their  firft  expedition  to 
America,  brought  home  from  thence  this  infe£tious 
diforder,  and  foon  after  carried  over  another  (the  fmall- 
pox)  of  equal  contagion,  to  whofe  rage,  many  Princes 
both  of  the  Houfes  of  Mexico  and  Peru  fell  a  facrifice. 
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war,  headed  by  the  victorious  Charles  VIIL 
agaiilfl:  the  combined  forces  of  Spain  and 
Naples  ;  and  at  a  very  Ihort  period  after, 
the  infection  was  propagated  to  their 
neighbours  on  this  fide  of  the  water.  The 
reader  will  agree  with  me  in  obferving, 
that  the  votaries  of  Venus  have  great  rea- 
fon  to  curfe  the  fatal  moment  it  firll  fhed 
its  baneful  influence  among  them  :  happy 
would  it  have  been  for  mankind,  if  the 
exuberant  profufion  with  which  the  mines 
of  Mexico  and  Peru  pour  forth  their  in- 
exhaufl;ible  treafure,  had  been  yet  unex¬ 
plored,  millions  of  lives  would  have  been 
preferyed,  and  Europe,  though  perhaps  in 
a  more  indigent  fliate,  would  have  remained 
ignorant  of  fo  direful  a  malady.  Not 
only  all  Europe  felt  its  deftruCfive  effeCls, 
but  it  foon  urged  its  way  into  the  re- 
moteft  corners  of  Afia  and  Africa  5  and, 
in  fhort,  where  man  was,  there  it  pene¬ 
trated — Even  the  lofty  and  confecrated 

walls 

^  So  wicked,  fcandalous,  and  deteflable,  were  the 
pradtices  of  the  cloillered  ecclefiaftics,  that  in  the  days 

of 
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waills  of  convents  and  nunneries,  were 
unable  to  prevent  its  accefs ;  which  led  to 
fuch  difcoveries,  as  the  fecrefy  of  con¬ 
venticle  intrigue  were  anxious  to  conceal 
within  the  limits  of  their  cloifters. — This 
feems  to  have  been  its  routine  of  com¬ 
munication  to  the  whole  world.  In  the 
the  earlieft  appearance  of  this  diftemper  in 
Europe,  the  fufferings  of  the  firft  viftims 
were  intolerably  grievous ;  for,  according 
to  fome  ancient  writers,  it  occafioned  the 
hair  and  the  nails  to  fall  off,  and  pro¬ 
duced  other  fymptoms,  fo  numerous  and 
dreadful,  as  to  to  be  unparalleled  in  hif- 
tory.  It  fpread  fo  univerfal  a  terror  and 
confternation  among  all  ranks  of  people, 
that  the  lick  were  fuffered  to  perifh  alone, 

of  the  beautiful  but  unfortunate  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
an  Archbifhop  having  frequently  vilited  the  inner  apart¬ 
ments  of  a  celebrated  abbefs,  of  her  contracted  a  difeafe 
of  fo  dreadful  a  nature,  that  his  phyficians  proiiounced 
it  incurable'. — To  the  fkill  of  a  famous  Italian  aftrolo- 
ger,  who  had  brought  a  remedy  for  the  difeafe  from 
Tufcany,  where  it  had  firft  appeared,  fome  years  before, 
was  the  moft  reverend  prelate  indebted  for  a  cure. 

Vide  d$  Vita  Cardani. 
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in  fuch  mifery,  as  till  that  period  they  had 
been  entirely  unacquainted  with ;  and  the 
experience  of  the  phyficians  furnifhed  them 
with  no  remedy  that  could  counteraft  its 
malignity.  In  the  firft  breaking  out  of  this 
diftemper,  as  well  as  fince,  there  were 
many  who  would  not  attend  to  reafoning 
on  the  fubje6l ,  but  took  an  infinite  deal 
of  pains  to  prove,  that  this  difeafe  was 
known  both  by  the  Greeks  and  Arabians ; 
but  imperfeftly  defcribed  under  the  names 
of  difficult  kinds  of  leprofies,  exulcera¬ 
tions,  and  other  cutaneous  affeftions — 
Advocates  for  this  mode  of  reafoning,  may 
indeed  fhew  us  their  great  reading,  but, 
at  the  fame  tirhe,  convince  us  of  their 
want  of  difcernment  and  attention  >  for  let 
thofe  that  entertain  the  above  opinion,  pe- 
rufe  the  cafes  related  by  Gafpar  Torella,  a 
celebrated  phyfician  of  Valencia  in  Spain, 
who  lived  and  pradfifed  at  the  firft  eruption 
of  this  contagious  evil  ^  and  compare  them 
with  the  fymptoms  of  elephantiafis,  which 
are  fo  elegantly  and  accurately  depifted  by 
/V  t^teus  and  Hali  Abbas,  will  find  them 


widely  different^.  Itvis  apparent  to  the 
leaft  dlfcerning,  who  have  read  with  at¬ 
tention  the  works  of  the  ancients,  that 
there  is  not  the  fame  variety  of  appear¬ 
ances,  the  fame  complication  of  fymptoms, 
in  any  one  difeafe  to  which  mankind  is 
expofed,  as  in  this :  it  was  obferyed  to  l^e 
fo  peculiar  in  its  nature,  and  fo  remarka¬ 
ble  in  every  circumftance  attending  it,  that 
the  majority  of  the  moft  learned  and  ex¬ 
perienced  practitioners;  were  convinced 
that  it  was  a  new  difeafe ;  and  one  with 
which  neither  the  Greek  nor  Arabian  phy- 
licians  were  at  all  acquainted  -f*.  John 

*  “  Lepra  albedo  eft  quae  in  exterlorlbus  fit  acutis : 
‘‘  &  aliquando  in  quibufdam  fine  aliis  eft  membris  : 
non  nunquam  vero  in- toto  fit  corpora  interdum  ut 
totius  fit  corporis  color  albus.  Quae  in  membro  eft, 
“  fi  ex  mala  fit  frigida  complexione,  haec  funt  figna  ; 
“  quum  membrum  in  quo  eft,  album  eft  colore  itidem- 
“  que  ejus  pili ;  &  fi  cutis  phlebotomo  vel  certe  acu 
piingltur,  fanguis  ab  eo  non  egreditur,  fed  humiditas 
alba/* 

Hali  Abbas  Theor.  Cap.  i6. 

t  The  Jews  and  Mahometans,  who  were  baniflied 
from  Spain  in  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  in¬ 
troduced  the  Venereal  Difeafe  into  Africa. 

'  B  4  LeOj 
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Leo,  who  wrote  the  Hiftory  of  Africa  foon 
after  this  diftemper  was  known  in  that 
quarter,  makes  mention,  that  the  fame 
^notion  prevailed  there  alfo ;  and  in  Bar¬ 
bary,  its  ravages  fpread  with  fuch  unconr- 
troulable  force,  that  thofe  who  were  fo 
unhappy  as  to  be  afflifted,  fell  either  vic¬ 
tims  to  its  violence,  or,  what  is  infinitely 
worfe,  lingered  out  the  remainder  of  their 

l; 

wretched  exiftence  as  fpeftacles  of  the 
greateft  mifery. 

However,  not  to  conceal  any  thing  that 
has  the  lead:  tendency  to  favor  thofe,  who 
imagine  this  diftemper  of  more  ancient 
date,  they  may  find  fomething  to  ftrength- 
en  their  hypothefis  in  Gordonius,  who 
takes  notice  of  pains  and  ulcers  affedling 
the  penis,  together  with  buboes,  which 
were  often  the  confequence  of  promifcuous 
coition  ^ :  and  Gulielmus  de  Saliceto,  in 
fpeaking  of  a  bubo,  obferves,  cum  ac- 
cidit  homini  in  virga  corruptio,  propter 

f  «  Jacere  cupi  muliere,  cujus  matrix  eft  immunda 
plena  fanie  aut  virulenta.’’ 

Fdend’s  Hift.  Ph jf.  Vol  II.  p.  346, 

CPItr 
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concubitum  cum  foeda  muliere,  aut  ob 
aliam  caufam,  itaqiie  corruptio  multi- 
“  plicatur  &  retinetur  in  virga :  unde  non 
potefl:  natura  mundificare  virgam  aut 
“  locum  primo  propter ftridlam  viam  illius 
loci,  unde  redit,  &  regurgitat  materia 
ad  locum  inguinum  propter  habilitatem, 
“  loci  illius  ad  recipiendum  fuperfluitatem 
quamlibet,  &  propter  alRnitatem  quam 
habent  haec  loca  ad  virgam  This 
paflage  from  Gordonius  comes  neareft  to 
the  point,  of  any  we  have  met  with,  in 
favor  of  the  antiquity  of  the  Venereal 
Difeafe  3  as  it  appears  that  he  lived  in  1 270, 
which  was  223  years  before  it  was  known 
in  Europe.  The  indefatigable  and  inge¬ 
nious  Dr.  Aftruc,  has  juftly  acquired  the 
higheft  rank  in  his  profeffion,  and  feems 
to  have  underftoood  the  nature  and  hif- 
tory  of  this  diftemper  fuperior  to  any 
who  ever  wrote  on  the  fubjecl :  in  his  ela¬ 
borate  volume,  the  opinions  of  all  the 
writers  on  the  Difeafe,  from  its  earlift  ap- 

f  Gul.  de  Saliceto  Chirurg.  Lib.  I.  Cap.  42. 

De  Apoftemat.  in  Inguinibus. 

pearance 
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pearance  to  his  time,  are  there  candidly 
ftated. — He  was  of  opinion,  that  both, the 
Greeks  and  Romans  were  total  ftrangers 
to  it,  and  brings  convincing  and  undenia¬ 
ble  proofs  to  fupport  his  doftrine.  It  is 
evident  (obferves  our  admired  author 
from  the  filence  of  all  the  phylicians, 
hiftorians,  and  poets,  from  the  days  of 
Hippocrates  to  the  prefent,  that  no  no- 
tice  was  taken  of  it and  it  is  the 
more  aftonifliing,  as  they  were  fcrupu- 
loufly  accurate  in  defcribing  every  other 
the  moft  trifling  and  minute  difeafe  that 
occurred  in  their  times,  Ihould  omit  men¬ 
tioning  fo  remarkable,  fo  direful,  and  fo 
uncommon  a  diftemper,  if  it  had  been  fo 
frequent  among  them,  as  for  near  three 
centuries  it  has  been  with  us  •f.  Even 

Rome 

*  Aftruc,  Book  k  Chap.  i.  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

t  Non  in  Europa  innotuit  ante  1493. 

Neque  a  medicis,  neque  hiftoricis,  neque  poeticis  ferip- 

toribus,  ante  hoc  tempus,  deferibitur.  2.  Non  eft 

\ 

Lepra  antiquorum.  3.  Primi  feriptores  confentiunt 
quod  morbus  antea  inauditus  fuit.  Non  in  Italia,' 
^ertis  caufis  concurrentibus,  germinabat  3  neque  a  re- 

gionibus 


II 
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Rome  in  her  great  eft  luxury,  at  the  time 
when  (he  was  outrivalling  every  other  na¬ 
tion  in  diffipation,  when  her  citizens  were 
addicted  to  every  fenfual  and  inordinate  gra¬ 
tifications,  when  they  were  entirely  aban¬ 
doned  to  all  the  exceffes  of  unlawful  plea- 
fures,  were  unacquainted  with  this  difeaft^ 
or  fo  prolific  a  fubjedt  would  not  have< 
efcaped  the  fatiric  pens  of  a  Horace  or  a 
Juvenal.  Some  commentators,  indeed, 
on  the  firft  mentioned  poet,  have  confider- 
ed  the  following  pafTage  as  applicable  to 
the  Venereal  Difeafe : 

*  .  —/—  .  “  Foeda  cicatrix 

“  Setofath  Isevi  frontem  turpaverit  oris 

Campanum  in  morbum  in  faciem  permulta  jo- 
calus.” 

but  doubtlefs  this  is  founded  on  conjec¬ 
ture.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  in¬ 
famous  difeafe  of  the  Capuans  (a  people 
notorious  for  all  manner  of  debaucheries 

gionibus  Africae  j  fed  ab  Hifpaniola  cum  Columbo  ad- 
Vt^lus,  bello  Neapolitano  fe  primb  manifeftabat. 

Home’s  Principia  Medicinse. 

^  Herat,  Lib.  L  Sat,  5. 


and 
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and  diforderly  pleafvires)  was  no  more  than 
what  is  daily  produced  in  confequenceof  too 
liberally  facrificing  at  the  fhrine  of  Bacchus ; 
as  it  is  no  uncommon  fight  in  thefe  times, 
to  fee  carbuncled  faces  amongft  the  votaries 
of  that  inebriating  deity  j  and  perhaps  the 
foul  fear  on  Meffius  Cicerrus’s  forehead, 
alluded  to  in  the  quotation,  may  have  been 
occafioned  from  a  fimilar  caufe.  Others 
again,  with  more  propriety,  have  fuppofed 
that  he  was  hinting  at  a  common  cutaneous 
diftemper  in  that  climate,  which  the  Ro¬ 
mans  called  Impetigo,  and  is  at  this  pre- 
fent  day  very  prevalent  in  Italy. — Valefius 
too,  imagined,  that  the  fcorbutic  eruption 
on  the  face  of  the  emperor  Tiberius,  as 
related  by  Tacitus ;  and  the  corroding  ulcers 
of  the  prepuce  and  glans,  the  difeharge 
of  thin  fanious  matter  from  the  urethra, 
the  mortification  and  the  cancer  of  the 
penis,  &c.— all  mentioned  by  Celfus,  lib. 
vi.  cap.  1 8.  De  obfccenarum  partiura  vitiis; 
and  deferibed  as  obftinate  difeafes,  and 
were  modifications  of  our  modern  fyphili- 
tic  complaints.  But  it  is  ftrange  to  con¬ 
ceive, 
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celve,  that  every  ulcer  and  running  from 
thofe  parts  fhould  be  venereal — furely  they 
are  compofed  of  the  fame  materials,  and 
liable  to  the  fame  injuries,  as  every  other 
part  in  the  body ;  confequently  fubjed  to 
the  fame  difeafes  independent  of  this  caufe. 
Thefe  paffages,  however,  have  been  fo  va- 
rioully  interpreted,  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
draw  any  juft  or  fatisfaftory  conclufions 
relative  to  the  true  ftate  of  thefe  difeafes  : 
but  it  is  very  apparent,  from  the  majority 
of  opinions,  they  do  not  bear  greater 
marks  of  Venereal  Diftempers,  than  of 
many  others,  though  they  have  been 
often  produced  as  an  argument  in  favor  of 
its  antiquity.  Another  remarkable  cir- 
cumftance  may  be  brought  forward,  which 
helps  further  to  expunge  the  idea,  that  it 
was  known  to  the  ancients — it  having  np 
particular  name  affixed  to  it  ^  when  it 
made  its  firft  entrance  into  Europe,  but 
was  looked  upon  as  an  anonymous  diftenir 

The  natives  of  the  Caribbee  Iflatids  called  the 
difeafe  Epian,  which  is  of  the  fame  iignification  as 
difeafed,  diftempered,  or  rotten. 

per ; 
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per  5  each  nation  beftowing  upon  It,  the 
name  of  the  country  they  imagined  they 
firft  received  it  from- — we  termed  it  the 
the  French-pox,  becaufe  it  was  conjec¬ 
tured  (how  defervedly  it  is  impoffible  to 
determine)  that  its  firft  communication  to 
this  ifland  was  through  them  The  va¬ 
riety  of  defignations  for  the  fame  diftern- 
per,  puzzled  and  perplexed  practitioners, 
that  they  were  abfolutely  at  a  lofs  what 
name  they  fliould  affign  to  it  5  it  had  not, 
however,  received  the  appellation  of 
French-pox  till  fome  time  after  the  Nea¬ 
politan  expedition.  Some  again  have  con¬ 
tended  for  its  being  known  to  Hippocrates, 
and  attempt  to  produce  paflages  from  that 
divine  old  man,  in  order  to  prove  their  af- 
fertions.  The  difeafe  which  this  prince  of 
medicine  fpeaks  of,  and  which  is  defcribed 
by  him  (in  Lib.  Epidem.  fefl:,  3.)  has  in- 

*  However  its  moft  general  name  in  Europe,  on  its 
firll  introducSlion,  was  the  Neapolitan  Difeafe,  occa- 
fioned,  no  doubt,  from  its  being  more  generally  known 
and  communicated  to  the  inhabitants  of  different  na¬ 
tions,  collebled  together  at  the  fiege  of  that  city. 


deed 
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deed  fome  refemblance  to  the  fymptoms 
of  the  Lues  Venerea;  but  the  diftemper 
he  there  makes  mention  of,  was  acute  and 
epidemical,  attended  with  a  confiderable 
degree  of  fever,  occafioned  from  a  hot 
and  wet  feafon,  not  uncommon  in  fome 
parts  of  Greece;  but  the  Venereal  Diforder 
is  chronical,  peculiar  to  no  feafons,  comes 
on  without  febrile  fymptoms,  and  con- 
trafted  only  by  coition.  The  plague  of 
•  Athens,  which  raged,  according  to  Thucy¬ 
dides,  at  a  fhort  period  before  the  fecond 
Peloponnefian  war,  in  its  appearance,  bears 
much  the  fame  defeription  with  the  Lues 
Venerea  ;  but  that  difeafe,  which  this  ce¬ 
lebrated  Athenian  hiftorian  takes  notice  of, 
difappeared  of  itfelf ;  what  never  or  very 
rarely  occurs  in  venereal  affeftions,  or  w^as 
cured  by  quite  different  remedies,  than 
what  is  commonly  employed  in  thefe  dif- 
tempers.  A  moment’s  conlideration  mufl 
convince  us,  that  this  circumftance  alone 
is  fufficient  to  demolifli  this  opinion :  but 
when  men  are  anxious,  that  the  .world 
fhould  adopt  their  favorite  dodtrines,  how- 
2  ever 
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ever  abfurd  and  inconfiftent.they  have  often 
ingenuity  enough  to  provide  themfelveswith 
a  fufficient  code  of  arguments  to  fupport 
their  fide  of  the  queftion.  The  following 
fabulous  account,  taken  from  Herodotus, 
a  celebrated  hiftorian,  who  flourilhed  in 
.  the  eighty-feventh  Olympiad,  has  made 
fome  imagine,  that  the  Scythians  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  and  by 
them  diffeminated  through  half  the  globe, 
fome  hundred  years  before  the  expedition  to 
America  in  1492;  which,  from  its  peculi¬ 
arity  and  eccentricity,  we  cannot  omit  in¬ 
fecting  it  in  this  Inquiry. — The  Scythians, 
an  enterprifing,  fpirited  people,  remarkable 
for  their  prowefs  in  military  affairs,  made  an 
irruption  into  Paleftine,  where  they  plun¬ 
dered  and  deftroyed  the  temple  at  Afcalon, 
ereded  in  honor  of  Venus  Urania.  The 
commilfion  of  this  facrilegious  adion,  in- 
cenfed  the  Goddefs  fo  much,  that  fhe  in- 
flided  on  the  defpoilers  of  her  temple,  and 
their  pofterity,  a  diftemper  which  they 
termed  veSFov :  and  that  fuch  as  la¬ 

boured  under  this  complaint  were  called 

by 
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by  the  Scythians  evccptscg  or  execrable 
The  above  quotation  from  this  Greek  au¬ 
thor,  has  been  produced  as  favouring  the 
antiquity  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe ;  and  as  a 
further  proof  of  this,  it  has  been  alledged  by 
many,  but  particularly  John  de  Laet,  (who 
Wrote  a  large  folio  De  Origine  Gentium 
Americaharum)  that  the  fame  cuftoms  were 
bbferved  to  prevail  among  the  native  Ame¬ 
ricans,  when  difcovered)  as  were  pradlifed 
by  the  Scythians;  “  which  makes  it  a  mat- 
ter  of  doubt,  (fays  this  writer)  but  that 
thefe  people  had  communication  with 
America  and  its  iflands,  long  previous  to 
its  difcovery  by  Columbus.”  But  thefe 
are  matters  of  fid:ion,  the  offspring  of  fpe- 
culative  and  luxuriant  imagination,  and  by 
ho  means  deferve  our  attention. 

Innumerable  are  the  texts  of  fcripture 
brought  forward  in  order  to  afcertain  its 
antiquity.  The  facred,  as  welf  as  profane 
writings,  have  been  ranfacked  and  mifcon- 
ftrued  in  favor  of  thefe  hypothetical  doc-  r 
trines.  The  boils  of  Job,  and  the  pains  in 

■*  Aftruc,  ch.  i.  b.  i. 

c 
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David’s  bones,  have  been  fuppofed  venereal^ 
but  without  the  leaft  foundation  3  although 
fome  inimical  to  revelation,  have  endea- 
voured  to  leave  a  blot  on  the  memory  of 
thefe  good  and  illuftrious  men.  The  learn¬ 
ed  Jofephus,  the  celebrated  Jewifh  hifto- 
rian,  makes  no  mention  of  this  difeafe  :  if 
fuch  a  one  had  been  common  in  his  time, 
it  would  not  readily  have  efcaped  the  pene¬ 
trating  genius  of  that  much  admired  au¬ 
thor.  Many  of  the  moderns  imagine  Job’s 
complaints  to  have  been  the  fmall-pox; 
but  this  is  merely  imaginary,  as  his  dif- 
temper  was  of  too  long  duration  for  that 
malady.  Several  divines  have  viewed  it 
more  in  a  figurative  or  allegorical  fenfe, 
than  as  a  corporeal  afflidlioii;  this  lafl: 
opinon  feems  to  be  moft  confiftent  with 
revealed  religion,  confequently  our  at¬ 
tempts,  either  to  inveftigate  or  determine 
of  what  nature  the  complaints  were,  which 
it  pleafed  the  Divine  Being  to  inflidl  him 
with,  muft  appear  at  the  fame  time  pre- 
fumptuous,  and  highly  ^bfurd  to  every  ra¬ 
tional 
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tiorial  obferver.  Dr.  Mead^  fuppofed  that 
it  was  euticular,  ‘‘  for  it  is  certain  (fays 
he)  that  the  bodies  of  the  Hebrews 
were  very  liable  to  foul  ulcers  of  the 
Ikin  from  time  irnmemorial ;  upon 
which  account,  many  learned  men  are 
‘‘  of  opinion,  that  they  were  forbid  the 
ufe  of  fwine’s  flelh,  which,  as  it  affords 
“  grofs  nourifhment,  and  not  eafily  car- 
ried  off  by  the  fkin,  is  very  improper 
“  food  for  fuch  conftitutions :  wherefore 
“  the  hotter  the  countries  were  in  which 
they  inhabited,  fuch  as  the  Deferts  of 
Arabia,  the  more  feverely  the  difeafe 
raged.  And  authors  of  other  nations, 
who  defpifed  the  Jews,  fay,  that  it  was 
upon  this  account  they  were  driven  out 
of  Egypt,  left  the  leprofy,  a  difeafe  very 
common  amongft  them,  iliould  fpread 
over  the  country :  and  perhaps  it  was 
a  fpecies  of  this  diftemper  which  had 
affe6led  the  body  of  this  virtuous  man.” 
— From  the  fymptoms  which  he  com¬ 
plains  of,  as  defcribed  in  the  quotations 
*  Mead’s  Medica  facra. 

C  2 


referred 


io  iNctuiRV"  info  the  Origin 

referred  to  below  and  confidering  that 
the  Jews  were  much  fulgefted  to  the  le- 
profy,  it  feems  more  likely  to  have  been 
this  diftemper,  than  the  fmall-pox,  if  we 
are  determined,  at  all  events,  to  give  him 
a  bodily  dtfeafe. 

The  idea  of  this  emblem  of  patience’s, 
difeafe  being  a  fpecies  of  our  modern  ve¬ 
nereal  complaints,  was  very  much  cre¬ 
dited  by  many  countries  profeffing  the 
Roman  Catholic  perfuafion.  They  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  venereal  diftemper 
deduced  its  origin  from  Job,  and  for  this 
reafon,  we  are  informed,  that  a  miflal 
was  printed  at  Venice,  in  1542,  wherein 
it  was  enafted,  that  mafs  fliould  be  (aid 
in  honor  of  Job,  by  thofe  recovered  of 
this  difeafe,  as  being  fuppofed  to  owe  their 
deliverance  to  his  interceftion,  and  one 
who  had  fuffered  the  fame  calamity. 

It  is  furprifing,  that  the  people  of  thole 
times  fhould  have  carried  their  credulity 
fo  far;  nor  is  it  eafy  to  conceive,  how 
that  ill-founded  and  fuperflitious  opinion 
^  Job  ii.  7,  and  chap,  vii,  5. 


could 
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could  prevail,  at  leaft,  amongft  men  of 
underftanding ;  as  there  is  no  fuch  affinity 
between  the  difeafe  of  Job,  as  defcribed  by- 
Mead,  and  the  texts  of  fcripture  alluded 
to,  and  the  venereal  difeafe,  fuiKcient  to 
eftablifh  fo  outree  a  dodlrine ;  for  all  the 
fymptoms  of  Job's  complaints,  which  are 
there  mentioned,  are  only  general,  and 
common  to  every  difeafe  of  the  ulcerous 
kind. 

With  refpeft  to  the  difeafe  of  David, 
as  he  himfelf  has  reprefented  to  us  in 
Pfalm  xxxviii.  3  and  7,  it  appears  to 
be  more  a  difeafe  of  the  mind  than  body ; 
which  is  very  demonftrable  when  he  fays, 
there  is  no  foundnefs  of  his  flefh,  be- 
caufe  of  the  anger  of  God and  it 
ought  therefore  not  to  be  taken  in  a  lite¬ 
ral  fenfe,  as  relating  to  complaints  of  an 
infirm  fickly  body,  but  the  torture  of  a 
grieved  and  penitent  mind.  But  grant¬ 
ing,  that  when  David  wrote  the  verfes 
quoted,  he  really  was  afflifted  with  a  cor¬ 
poreal  difeafe,  and  that  the  complaints  he 
there  mentions,  related  wholly  to  it,  it 

C  3  does 
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'does  not  thence  follow,  that  it  was  ve¬ 
nereal  5  for  it  is  believed,  agreeable  to  the 
facred  hiftory,  that  David  was  a  man 
much  addifted  to  the  gratification  of  the 
moft  criminal  paflions ;  and  one  of  his 
moft  predominant,  and  moft  excufable, 
feems  to  have  been  the  love  of  women ; 
and  no  doubt  an  exceffive  ufe  of  them, 
will  occafion  dreadful  complaints  to  at¬ 
tack  the  generative  powers  independent  of 
any  venereal  taint,  as  to  create  pains  in 
the  bones,  and  other  fymptoms,  which 
the  Jewilli  Monarch  complains  of ;  and 
debilitate  the  procreative  faculties  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  be  rendered  fo  totally  In¬ 
capable  of  retaining  the  fecreted  femen,that 
there  muft  enfue  a  conftant  dripping  upon 
the  leaft  incitement  of  that  fluid  through 
the  urethra — the  relaxant  and  painful  con- 
fequences  of  tliis  needs  no  comment,  as 
it  muft  be  obvious  to  every  one  the 
leaft  converfant  in  the  animal  ceconomy. 

— We  have  to  lament,  that  affedfions  of 

* 

this  kind,  and  brought  on  by  the  fame 

caufe, 
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caufe,  do  too  frequently  occur  in  thefe 
more  effeminate  days  If  this  con- 
ftrudtion  is  admitted,  the  arguments  of 
our  opponents  are  confuted,  and  muft 
fall  to  the  ground :  though  fome  have 
taken  a  great  deal  of  pains,  and  laboured 
very  affiduoufly,  to  throw  a  ftigma  on  thefe 
two  venerable  charafters  5  but  the  fallity 
of  their  affertions  is  evidently  demon- 

t 

ftrated :  as  the  fymptoms  which  Job,  and 
the  royal  Pfalmift  complain  of,  do  not 
correfpond  fufiiciently  with  the  Lues  Ve¬ 
nerea,  as  to  fupport  fo  unaccountable  an 
idea. 

'  With  as  little  reafon  can  the  iffue  of 
the  flefh,  and  the  habitual  emiffion  of 
feed,  fo  often  mentioned  in  the  vth  and 
xvth  chapters  of  Leviticus,  be  applied  to 
this  difeafe :  for  if  we  confider  only  the 
days  of  feparation  which  are  enjoined,  we 
may  plainly  fee  what  is  there  meant,  could 
not  poffibly  be  this  diflemper.  And  be- 
fides,  we  know  that  even  a  fimple  go- 

*  Dr.  TilTot  on  Onanifm. 

c  4 


norrhea. 
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norrhea,  and  the  menftrua  ^5  were  looked 

upon  in  all  eaftern  countries  as  having 

fome  impurity,  and  even  contagion  about 

% 

them ;  therefore  the  Mofaic  legiflator  lays 
them  under  the  fame  reftridion  with  the 
lepers, 

Mr.  William  Becket,  our  ingenious 
countryman,  was  one  of  the  laft  perfons 
of  any  confequence,  who  denied  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  Difeafe  being  of  a  modern  date, 
and  attempted  to  defend  its  antiquity, 
in  the  London  Philofophical  Tranfadions 
of  1718.  He  produced  fho/e  three  papers, 
and  tpqk  an  infinite  deal  of  pains  to  coL 

*  The  law  under  the  Mofaic  difpenfation,  forbad 
thofe  who  had  commerce  with  women,  during  the 
period  of  their  menftruation,  to  appear  in  public,  or 
to  enter  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  until 
they  brought  voluntary  offering  for  their  ablution  and 
purification.  Until  this  was  performed  they  were  ac¬ 
counted  legally  unclean,  and  feverely,  though  not 
capitally,  amenable  if  convi6led  of  a  negle£l  herein. 

The  divine  Legiflator,  no  doubt,  enabled  this  moral 
rite,  to  avoid  the  many  difeafes  which  fuch  impure 
proceedings  were  pregnant  with,  particularly  in  thofe 
hot  countries  through  which  the  children  of  IfraeJ 
pafTed. 

Ie6l 
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ie£l  every  argument  which  ingenuity  could 
invent,  or  could  be  adduced  in  favor  of 
his  opinion  ;  efpe.cially  from  the  accounts 
handed  down,  concerning  a  difeafe  called 
the  Arfura,  or  perilous  infirjnitie  of  Bren- 
ning,  defined  by  John  Ardern,  an  emi¬ 
nent  Englilh  furgeon,  to  be  a  certain  in- 
>vard  heat  and  excoriation  of  the  urethra* 
The  caufes  of  thcfe  lymptoms  may  ealily 
be  accounted  for,  and  is  nearly  coeval  with 
the  incontinencies  of  mankind  y  for  men 
ptherwife  in  perfect  health,  who  are  un¬ 
guarded  in  their  amours,  and  promifcu- 
oufly  have  connexion  with  every  woman 
they  meet,  (comparatively  fpeaking)  and 
in  all  probability  with  fome,  who  may  be 
labouring  under  the  fluor  albus*,  or  many 

'  other 

*  It  would  be  highly  commendable,  in  every  prac¬ 
titioner,  when  confulted  in  any  difcharge  from  thoic 
parts,  to  be  particularly  tender  in  not  too  raftily  giv¬ 
ing  his  opinion  relative  to  their  nature,  where  mar¬ 
ried  people  are  concerned,  without  deliberately 
weighing  every  circumftance.  An  unattention  to 
th  is,  united  to  ignorance  or  negle£i:  in  diftinguifhing 
venereal  gonorrhoeas,  from  thofe  arillng  from  other 

^  ftimuli 
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other  difcharges  of  an  acrid  nature,  muft 
lay  their  accounts  to  expeft  frequently 

con- 

ftimuli,  have  too  frequently  been,  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  the  irremediable  caufe  of  deftroying  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  many  a  worthy  and  virtuous 
pair.  We  have  here  attempted  to  point  out  the  cri¬ 
teria,  by  which  we  are  enabled  to  diftinguifh  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  two  difeafes. — Firft,  The  fud- 
dennefs  of  the  appearance  of  the  difcharge,  occa- 
fioned  by  other  ftimuli  than  venereal,  being  mofl 
commonly  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  feldom  longer 
than  forty-eight,  after  coition.  Secondly,  By  the 
lliortnefs  of  its  duration,  feldom  continuing  longer 
than  a  period  of  feven  or  eight  days,  and  often  dif- 
appearing  entirely  in  two  or  three,  without  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  any  remedy  whatever. — The  following  in- 
terefting  medical  fa6l  tends  to  illuftrate  and  eftablifh 
the  above  rules. 

A  gentleman  of  my  particular  acquaintance,  hav¬ 
ing  connedlion  with  a  lady  (whom  he  lived  with  for 
feme  time  in  habits  of  intimacy)  at  a  time  fhe  was 
affliefed  with  the  fluor  albus,  to  a  very  violent  de¬ 
gree ;  the  confequence  was,  in  twenty-four  hours 
after  being  with  her,  he  was  feized  with  an  excoria¬ 
tion  all  over  the  glans  penis,  and  an  oozing  out  of 
matter,  attended  with  a  puriform  difcharge  from  the 
urethra,  and  other  fymptoms  of  virulent  gonorrhoea. 
— Thefe  appearances  aflonillied  him  greatly;  for  being 
confident  of  his  own  conftancy,  and  no  lefs  fo  of  the 

honor 
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contrading  in  thofe  parts  a  whole  train  of 
appearances,  fuch  as  heats,  fcalding  in. 
making  water,  inflammations,  &c, — there¬ 
fore  the  Arfura  which  Becket  fpeaks  of  is 
not  venereal,  but  merely  the  confequ^nce 
of  inflammation,  which  will  produce  all  the 
above  aflemblage  of  fymptoms,  from  the 
application  of  any  ftimulus  (fufflciently 

honor  and  integrity  of  his  female  friend,  did  not 
therefore  apply  to  any  furgeon,  but  waited  the  event, 
only  bathing  the  parts  frequently  with  warm  milk 
and  water,  with  no  other  intention  than  to  keep  them 
clean.  Which  treatment,  together  with  religioufly 
avoiding  any  intercourfe  with  one  another,  he  was 
relieved  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  days,  from  a  ftate  of 
great  fufpence  and  uneafinefs. — From  this  narrative 
two  queftions  may  naturally  be  ftarted — Would  this 
gentleman,  on  being  connedled  with  a  woman  in 
health,  in  this  htuation,  be  the  inftrument  of  in- 
fedfino;  her  with  a  difeafe  fimilar  to  that  with  which 
he  was  affected  ?  If  fo — may  not  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
have  fprung  a  priori  from  fome  fuch  analogous  af- 
fe61;ion  ? 

Were  we  to  admit  of  this  propofition,  (which  we 
by  no  means  confent  to)  the  Venereal  Difeafe  muff 
have  exifted  in  the  earlieft  periods  in  every  quarter  of 
the  world,  and  capable  continually  of  producing  itfelf. 

3  powerful) 
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powerful)  to  the  mucus  membrane  of  the 
urethra. 

The  learned  'Dr.  Friend  was  of  this 
opinion,  and  in  confirmation  of  it  ob- 
ferves,  ‘‘  That  fuch  appearances  may  oc- 
‘‘  cur  from  converfing  with  women  who, 
without  having  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  are 
afflided  with  ulcers  and  impofthumations 
on  thofe  parts.  This  may  eafily  ac- 
“  count  for  the  putrifadion  of  the  ge- 
nitals,  which  the  celebrated  John  of 
Gaunt  died  of,  and  the  Brenning  fo 
often  mentioned  in  our  Englifh  hiftory. 
But  what  our  old  phyficians  and  John 
Ardern  have  fuggefted  upon  the  laft 
“  head,  is  all  taken  from  the  Arabians ; 
‘‘  vvho,  in  any  excoriation,  or  ulcer  on 
the  penis  or  vagina,  mention  the  heat 
of  urine,  which  the  tranflators  of  them 
often  call  Ardor,  Arfura,  and  Incendi- 
um,  and  accordingly  preferibe  a  grea|: 
varietv  of  injedions  for  thefe  com:? 


^  Hiftor.  Phyfic.  vol.  ii.  p.  355,  o£iavo  edition. 
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By  Dr.  Friend’s  account  we  may  un- 
dcrftand,  that  this  Arfura  was  not  a  dif. 
cafe  peculiar  to  this  country,  as  has  been 
repeatedly  aflerted,  but  common  alfo  to 
the  Arabians.  It  is  not  necefiary  here  to 
colleft  all  Mr.  Becket’s  authorities  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  his  theory,  nor  indeed  will  the  li¬ 
mits  of  this  publication  admit  of  it,  we 
fhall  therefore  content  ourfelves  with  lay¬ 
ing  before  you  a  few  of  the  moft  diftin- 
guifhed. 

One  of  his  teftimonies  is  taken  from  the 
manufcript  rules  and  ordinaries  of  the 
ftews,  that  were  by  public  authority  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  kept  in  the  Borough  of  South¬ 
wark,  and  are  fuppofed  to  have  been 
drawn  up  about  the  year  1430 — one  of 
which  is  expreffed  in  the  following  manner. 
Of  thofe  who  keep  women,  having  a 
wicked  infirmitie,  and  orders  under  a  fe- 
vere penalty,  thatnoftew-holder keep  noo 
woman  wythin  his  houfe  that  hath  any 
“  fycknefleof  Brenning,” — Another  of  his 
later  authorities  is  produced  from  an  old  pub- 
lic;ation,  titled  the  Application  of  beggars, 

and 


30  Inqjjiry  into  the  Origin 

and  prefented  by  one  Simon  Fifti  (a  zea¬ 
lous  promoter  of  the  Reformation)  to 
Henry  the  Vlllth,  in  which,  fpeaking  of 
the  diflblute  and  debauched  life  which  the 
priefts  at  that  time  led,  he  obferves, Thefe 
be  they  who  corrupt  the  whole  gene- 
ration  of  mankind  in  your  realm,  that 
catch  the  pockes  of  one  woman  and 
‘‘  bear  to  another^/'  Though  the  au¬ 
thorities  which  Mr.  Becket  brings  forward 
in  favor  of  this  doftrine,  are  both  curious 
and  well  attefted,  yet,  when  we  confider 
the  difeafe  he  alludes  to  in  the  firft  article, 
(the.Brenning)  may  be  generated  in  any 
country,  and  at  any  period.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  authenticity  of  the  laft  au¬ 
thority,  no  one,  I  imagine,  doubts,  or 
prefumes  to  deny,  even  the  non-aflertors 
of  the  antiquity  of  the  Lues  Venerea; 
and  am  therefore  much  furprifed  at  Mr. 
Beckefs  producing  this  in  favor  of  it,  as, 
according  to  my  idea,  it  greatly  injures 
his  hypothefis ;  for,  confonant  to  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  feveral  writers  of  eminence, 
^  Aftruc,  vol.  i.  p.  52. 


venereal 
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venereal  complaints  were  perfedlly  charac¬ 
terized,  and  well  known  in  the  time  of 
Henry  the  Vlllth  *,  and  firft  made  their 
appearance  at  Briftolf  in  1498,  eleven 
years  before  this  monarch  began  his  reign. 
To  thofe  who  with  impartial  and  unbiaffed 
judgment  refleft  on  the  above  hiftorical 
fa61:s,  the  mifapplication  and  futility  of 
Mr.  Becket’s  teftimonies  will  appear  evi¬ 
dent,  and  unable  to  confute  the  belt 
grounded  opinion,  that  the  difeafe  is  of 
modern  date,  and  perfectly  imknown  in 
Europe,  before  it  was  introduced  by  Co¬ 
lumbus’s  Fleet  in  r493  J.- 

The 

*  The  following  obfervation  from  Hume,  the 
prince  of  modern  hiftorians,  vol.  iv.  Hift,  of  Henry 
the  Vlllth,  as  a  further  confirmation  of  this  report 
— “  Among  the  charges  againft  Cardinal  Woolfey, 

it  is  remarkable,  that  his  whifpering  in  the  king's 
“  ear,  knowing  himfelf  to  be  affetSfed  with  venereal 
“  diftempers,  is  an  article  againft  him.”  See  p.  162, 
quart,  edit. 

f  Vid.  Lock’s  Mifcellanies, 

^  A  ^very  ftrong  additional  proof,  that  the  Lues 
Venerea  did  not  appear  in  Europe  before  this  period, 
is  the  filence  of  Buchanan,  who  in  his  fatire  on  the 

Francifeans, 
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The  moft  eminent  amongft  the  mo¬ 
derns,  who  have  treated  of  the  Venereal 

Francifcans,  wrote  at  Guipuifcoa  in  S|irain,  which 
is  univerfally  allowed  to  be  the  jufteft  delineation  of 
the  clerical  vices  of  that  age,  whilft  every  fpecies  of 
impurity,  irregular,  carnal  indulgencies,  diflblute  ef¬ 
feminacy,  and  every  kind  of  irttefcourfe  nudi  curri 
nudis,  is  pourtrayed  in  the  moft  glowing  colours.— 
Buctheir  direful  efFeds,  the  Lues  Venerea,  the  dread¬ 
ful  fcourge  of  unlawful  pleafures,  is  not  mention¬ 
ed.  Though  this  poem  was  wrote  ann.  1538^  we 
find  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe  was  not  even  at  fo  late" 
a  date  generally  known  throughout  every  remote  part 
of  Europe.. 

Vid.  Buchani  vita  a  fe  ipfo  fcripta; 

Another  declfive  evidence  of  the  above  is — that  the 
Venereal  Difeafe  was  unknown  in  Ruffia  before  the 
reign  of  Peter  the  Great ;  and  the  reafon  afligned  for 
its  appearing  then,  in  that  unlimited  empire,  is  this ; 
that  till  that  period,  the  tralRc  carried  on  by  the 
Ruffians,  did  not  require  much  communication'  or 
dealings  with  foreigners.  But  after  that  enterprlfing 
and  indefatigable  Emperor  had  taken  the  refolution  to 
vifit  other  parts  of  Europe,  and  at  the  fame  time  had 
fent  many  fubjedfs  abroad  to  learn  trades  and  manufac¬ 
tories  ;  thefe  carried  back  with  them^  to  their  native 
foil,  though  improved  and  polifhed  in  their  manners, 
the  feeds  of  this  dire,  this  faftiionable  contagion. 

Vid.  Meades  Works,  Vol.  IL  and  Voltaire’s  Hifti 
of  the  Czar  of  Mofeovy. 

c  Difeafe, 
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Dlfeafe,  are  the  Doftors  Boerhaave  and 
Sydenham ;  the  latter  of  thefe  luminaries 
of  medicine,  fuppofed  that  the  Venereal 
Difeafe  was  not  an  original  one  in  Hif- 
paniola,  or  any  of  the  other  Weft-India 
iflands,  but  that  it  was  imported  thither  by 
the  negroes,  whom  the  Spaniards  carried 
from  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  to  their  Ame¬ 
rican  fettlements,  and  that  amongft  them 
it  was  a  common  diftemper.  But  this  dif¬ 
eafe,  which  the  Dodor  mentions  as  car¬ 
ried  over  by  the  favage  Africans  to  the 
Weft- Indies,  is  more  likely  to  have  been 
the  Yaws,  a  diftemper  very  general  amongft 
them,  and  feems  to  be  indigenous  to  Africa 
and  Arabia  But  from  the  authority  of 

that 

*  There  is  a  fpecies  of  this  African  Endemic  very 
prevalent  in  the  Weflern  parts  of  Scotland,  diftinguifhed 
by  the  inhabitants  under  the  name  of  Sibblns,  A  prac¬ 
titioner  of  the  Shire  of  Galloway  informed  me,  that 
it  is  often  communicated  by  the  kifs,  without  any  other 
freedom  palling  between  the  fexes,  but  more  fre¬ 
quently  indeed  by  coition  j  and  that  the  fame  mode  of 
cure  which  is  obferved  to  be  of  fervice  in  the  former 
difeafe,  is  purfued  with  great  fucc^fs  in  this.  Dr. 
Gilchrift,  in  fpeaking  of  it,  relates,  that  the  fpreading 

D  of 


34  Inqjtiry  into  the  Origti^ 

that  very  corre6h  and  judicious  hiftorian^ 
Dr.  Robertfon  we  are  led  to  believe, 

of  it  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  negledt:  of  cleanlinefs  ; 
and  feems  to  think,  that  by  a  due  attention  to  that  vir¬ 
tue  it  might  be  extirpated.— If  cleanlinefs  is  required 
as  an  afliftant  to  the  cure  of  any  difeafe,  it  mufl;  be 
eminently  fo  in  the  Lues  Venerea.  Advocates  for  this 
virtue  go  even  fo  far  as  to  imagine,  that  a  proper  at¬ 
tention  to  it  will  cure  a  recent  infedlion,  independanf 
of  any  other  application.  However  juft  this  aftertion 
may  be,  I  ftiall  not  difpute ;  but  it  is  a  fadl  well  au¬ 
thenticated,  that  in  many  Oriental  Countries,  and  in 
particular  Perfia,  where  ablution  is  confidered  as  a 
religious  ceremony,  this  diftemper  is  not  attended  with 
thofe  baneful  and  pernicious  confequences  as  it  is  in 
Europe, — Indeed  the  mildnefs  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
among  the  Perfians,  may  be  partly  pwing  to  the  fa- 
lubrity  of  the  climate,  as  well  as  to  their  frequent  ufc 
of  the  warm  bath  when  afflidlcd  with  that  malady. 

*  ‘‘  The  impoflibility  of  carrying  on  any  improve- 
ment  in  America,  unlefs  the  Spanifh  planters  could 
command  the  labour  of  the  natives,  was  an  infupe- 
rable  objedlion  to  Las  Cafas  of  treating  them  as  free 
fubjedls.  In  order  to  provide  fome  remedy  for 
this,  without  which  he  found  it  was  in  vain  to  men- 
“  tion  his  fcheme,  he  propofed  to  purchafe  a  fufllcient 
“  number  of  negroes  from  the  Portuguefe  fettlcments 
on  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  and  to  tranfport  them  to 
America,  in  order  that  they  might  be  employed  as 
‘‘  {laves  in  working  the  mines,  and  cultivating  the 

ground. 


of  the  Lues  Venerea.  35 

that  the  fagacious  Sydenham  has  been 
greatly  miftaken  in  this  matter.  For  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  as  we  have  endeavoured 
to  prove,  was  contrafted  by  the  Spaniards 
in  1492  ;  and,  agreeable  to  Dr.  Roberfon’s 
accounts,  no  flaves  were  tranfported  from 
I  Africa  to,  their  Weft- India  pofleffions  be¬ 
fore  1503.  But  how  the  Britifli  Hippo¬ 
crates  could  argue  In  favour  of  fo  incon- 
fiftent  a  dodlrine,  muft  appear  to  every 
one  aftonifhing,  as  it  is  directly  contrary 
to  hiftorical  fadls.  Unlefs  it  can  be  prov¬ 
ed,  that  the  natives  of  Africa  had  com¬ 
munication  with  the  Americans  before  its 
difcovery  by  Columbus,  which  we  have 

ground.  One  of  the  firft  advantages  which  the 
Portuguefe  had  derived  from  their  difcoveries  in 
Africa,  arofe  from  the  trade  in  flaves.  Various 
“  circumflances  concurred  in  reviving  this  odious 
‘‘  commerce,  which  had  been  long  abollflied  in  Eu- 
“  rope,  and  which  is  no  lefs  repugnant  to  the  feelings 
“  of  humanity,  than  to  the  principles  of  religion. 

“  As  early  as  the  year  1503,  a  few  negroe  flaves  had 
“  been  f^nt  into  the  New  World,  In  the  year  1511, 

“  Ferdinand  permitted  the  importation  of  them  in 
“  great  numbers.” 

Hift.  Americ.  book  hi.  vol.  i.  p.  225. 

D  2  '  great 


^6  Inqjjiry  into  the  Origi'M 

great  reafon  to  believe  they  had  not,  at 
lead;  we  are  acquainted  with  no  writer  that 

ever  has  advanced  the  contrary. 

The  Englifh  tranflator  of  Boerhaave’s 

Aphorifms,  in  fpcaking  of  the  Lues  Ve¬ 
nerea,  obferves  It  may  be  true  what 
Sydenham  afferts,  that  the  name  of  the 
difeafe  was  not  known  in  Europe  before 
it  was  brought  from  Guinea ;  but  it  is 
amazing,  that  either  he  or  Boerhaave, 
“  or  any  unprejudiced  lover  of  truth,  and 
‘‘  men  of  candid  reafoning  in  all  other 
matters,  fhould  fo  far  be  blinded  as  to 
‘‘  believe  this  dileafe  of  a  modern  date, 
and  not  to  know  its  true  features,  in  a 
great  many  paffages  of  the  ancients, 
both  facred  and  profane:  and  I  am  much 
furprized,  that  nobody  has  taken  any 
notice  of  the  following  plain  palTagc  out 
of  Plutarch,  in  Otho’s  life,  in  my  opi- 
nion  paft  all  cavalling  ^  which,  had  our 
“  author  or  Sydenham  obferved,  it  is  im- 
“  poffible  but  men  of  their  candour  and 
equity  would  have  altered  theirs.’' — 

*  Vid,  Boerhaave’s  Aphorifms,  paragraph  1446,.  on 
the  Ve^iereal  Difeafe. 

“  Nothing' 


oj  the  Lues  Venerea.  37 

^  Nothing  gained  or  gratified  the  people 
“  more,  than  Otho's  juftice  in  relation  to 
‘‘  Tigillinus,  who  was  a  perfon  not  only 
a6lually  punifhed  by  the  very  apprehen- 
fion  of  punifhment,  which  the  whole 
“  city  required  as  a  juft  debt,  but 
with  feveral  difeafes  too,  that  he  con- 
trafted  by  converfing  with  lewd  wo- 
men ;  and  though  the  ill  confequences 
to  which  this  courfe  of  life  expofed  him, 
were  generally  looked  upon  as  punifii- 
ment  enough,  yet  the  people  thought 
life  itfelf  too  great  for  him  to  enjoy, 
who  had  been  the  caufe  of  fo  many 
“  men's  deftru6lion."  But  this  paflage 
does  not  certify  the  antiquity  of  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  Difeafe,  more  than  others  we  have 
had  occafion  to  quote.  The  tranflator 
feems  to  be  as  far  from  convincing  us 
of  the  antiquity  ^f  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
as  Sydenham  was  in  afferting,  that  it 
was  firft  communicated  to  the  Spaniards 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Guinea.  The  dif- 
temper  of  Tigillinus,  which  Plutarch 

*  Vid.  Putarch  on  Otho’s  Life. 

o  3 
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ipeaks  of  as  produced  from  unreftrained 

connexions  with  diffolute  women,  is  not 

to  be  wondered  at ;  for  when  we  confider 

the  debauched  courfe  of  life  this  Roman 

✓ 

purfued,  whom  according  to  Tacitus,  was 
addiXed  to  the  moft  vile  and  brutal  grati¬ 
fications,  from  fuch  an  abandoned  exift- 
ence,  a  train  of  difeafes  confequently  muft 
have  been  the  iflue,  equah  if  not  fuperior 
In  virulence  to  the  Lues  Venerea,  but  ex- 
empted  from  its  infed'tious  tendency;  in 
fliort,  fuch  a  complaint  as  I  have  taken 
notice  of  in  a  former  part  of  thefe  obfer- 
vations 

Rhazes  (In  his  Continent)  fpeaks  of  a  dlf- 
eafe  of  the  penis,  as  a  very  common  occur¬ 
rence  in  Perfia,  and  particularly  at  Bagdad, 
where  he  pradlifed  in  great  eminence. — Viz. 
Ulcers  on  the  penis,  brought  on  by  a  particu¬ 
lar  mode  of  coition — Afcenfio  fupra  mulieris 
virum.  Advocates  for  the  antiquity  of  the 
Venereal  Difeafc,have  fondly  imagined  that  it 
hints  at  this  diftemper .  B  ut  no  one,  I  conceive, 
would  be  fo  abfurd,  as  to  fupport  this  no¬ 
tion,  or  argue  that  Rhazes  thought  it  wdiat 

/ 

^  Vid,  p.  25.  we 


of  the  Lues' Venerea.  39 

we  now  term  Venereal  ^  or  that  fuch  an 
attitude  was  capable  of  producing  this 
virus.  The  abfurdity  and  inconfiftency  of 
reafoning  after  this  manner,  muft  appear 
obvious ;  as  to  imagine  that  every  ulcer  in 
•this  part  was  Venereal,  and  could  proceed 
from  no  other  caufe,  or  that  even  a  gonor¬ 
rhoea  was  always  the  infeparable  attendant 
of  impure  coition. 

■■■■  *  — aBB— — ■  I , 

As  we  have  now  briefly  confidered  thofe 
opinions  of  the  ancients,  which  are  moft 
worthy  of  our  obfervation,  relative  to  the 
antiquity,  &c.  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  we> 
fhall  next  follow  it  to  a  clime,  where  it  has 
been,  of  late,  unfortunately  diffeminated, 
and  which  has  opened  a  new  field  for  frefh 
fources  of  difpute,  both  to  the  learned  and 
curious. 

Amongft  the  firft  of  thefe.  Hand  deferv- 
edly  eminenly,  that  ingenious  naturalift,’ 
Dr.  Forfter— to  whom  the  world  is  fo  much , 
indebted  for  his  great  difeoveries  on  that, 
pleafing  and  inftrudlive  branch  of  fcience, 
and  for  his  late  obfervations  on  the  sera  of 
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the  Origin  and  Antiquity  of  the  Lues  Ve¬ 
nera  in  the  South  Sea  Iflands,  and  on  the 
period  of  its  appearance  in  Europe.  In 
favour  of  his  theory,  he  reproduces  Mr. 
William  Bechet’s  arguments,  (which  we 
have  canvalfed  pretty  fully  in  a  former  part 
of  this  treatife)  by  which  he  attempts  to 
convince  us,  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe  is  of 
more  ancient  date  than  many  preceding 
writers  have  alledged,  by  tracing  its  origin 
in  thofe  Iflands,  and  in  Europe,  to  the  re- 
moteft  times;  deducing  it  from  natural 
caufes,  which  have  fubfifted  from  a  veiy 
early  period  in  hiftory.  He  begins  with 
obferving,  that  when  Captain  Cook  left 
Otaheite,  in  the  year  1769,  many  of  his 
crew  were  infected  with  the  Venereal  Dif¬ 
eafe  ;  they  at  that  time  fufpedled  that  the 
crew  of  Monf.  de  Bougainville,  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  French  circumnavigator,  had 
communicated  this  difeafe  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  Society  Mands. — From  this 
nation  being  oftener  cenfured  with  propa¬ 
gating  this  difeafe,  than  any  other  in 
Europe,  we  are  led  to  the  following  excla¬ 
mation 
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matlon — O!  thrice  unhappy  country,  for 
having  fo  frequently  been  the  fuppofed 
medium  of  communicating  this  horrid  dif- 
temper  to  the  fons  of  men  3  but  more  elpe- 
cially  in  the  prefent  cafe,  by  fo  recently 
entailing  it  upon  the  innocent  natives  of 
the  South  Seas.  For  all  the  advantages 
they  have,  or  ever  may  receive  3  all  the  at¬ 
tempts  to  enrich  them  with  new  fpecies  of 
vegetables  and  animals,  cannot  in  any  degree 
compenfate  for  the  introduction  of  this  evil, 
this  fcourge  of  mankind* — But  Monf. 
Bougainville,  in  return,  fufpeCts,  the 
Englifh,  in  the  Dolphin,  to  have  firft 
“  introduced  it  3  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
“  Dolphin  affert,  they  never  had  one 
“  man  infeCted  with  Venereal  complaints 
whilft  they  were  at  Otaheite,  or  imme- 
‘‘  diately  afterwards 

The  following  declaration  of  a  friend  of 
mine  (whofe  veracity  might  be  relied  on) 
tends  in  a  great  meafure  to  expiate  our 
countrymen  from  fo  heavy  a  charge. — 

^  Obfervations  made,  during  a  voyage  round  the 
world,  by  John  Reynolds  Forfler,  LL.D.  p.  488. 

That 
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That  at  that  period,  the  difeafe  was  very 
prevalent  in  Otaheite,  and  that  few  of  the 
fhips  company,  that  had  commerce  with 
the  women  of  that  Ifland,  efcaped  it;  and' 
that  the  natives  repeatedly  affirmed,  they 
had  received  the  infection  from  Bougain¬ 
ville’s  crew,  who  vifited  them  at  the  inter- 
val  between  Capt.  Cooke’s  firfl:  and  fecond 
voyage.  But  ftill  it  remains  to  me  a  matter 
of  doubt,  whether  the  firft  infedlion  fprung 
from  the  French  or  Engliffi;  for  thefe 
Iflands  were  vifited  by  both  nations  nearly 
about  the  fame  period  ;  and  each  country 
feems  willing  to  throw  the  odium,  of  intro¬ 
ducing  it  upon  the  other. — Amongft  the 
many  and  ingeninous  arguments  which  Dr. 
Fofter  produces  in  favor  of  his  hypo- 
thefis,  the  following  demands  our  moft 
particular  attention  and  ftriiflefl:  examina¬ 
tion. — ‘‘  There  is  great  reafon  to  believe, 
“  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe  has  not  lately 
been  introduced  into  thefe  Illands,  but  was 
known  there  for  a  long  time;  efpecially 
as  a  young  m.an,  a  native  of  Bolobola, 
who  went  with  us  to  Oraceidea,  ac- 
3  quainted 
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quainted  us  that  this  evil  was  very  com- 
mon  there,  where,  however,  no  Euro- 
pean  fliip  had  ever  vifited  at  that  time ; 
“  nay,  he  informed  us  that  his  mother  fell 
a  victim  to  the  difeafe,  before  the  arrival 
of  any  Europeans  in  thofe  Ifles, 

This  narration  ferves  greatly  to  fupport  his 
argument  5  and  if  it  poffibly  could  be  relied 
on,  mull:  go  a  great  way  to  make  us  pro- 
felytes  to  his  opinion  :  though  I  fhould  ftart 
at  the  idea,  even  in  harbouring  a  doubt  of 
the  Do6tor’s  veracity. — But  when  we  con- 
fider  that  his  information  was  received  from 
a  native,  who  muft  have  been  a  perfon,  as 
it  is  natural  to  imagine,  totally  unqualified 
to  form  any  fatisfadtory  opinion  concerning 
the  appearances  of  a  difeafe,  or  polTefiTed  fuch 
a  ftock  of  medical  difcernment,  as  to  render 
him  capable  of  inveftigating  or  diftinguifh- 
ing  the  leprofy,  or  feveral  other  analogous 
complaints  indigenous  to  thofe  Iflands, 
from  Venereal  diflempers,  as  the  differences 
of  thefe  difeafes  has  afforded  matter  of  great 
difpute,  and  puzzled  many,  the  moft  emi- 
Forfter’s  Obfervations,  &c, 

nent 
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nent  amongft  us. — It  will  not  then  create 
any  aflonifhment  in  us,  if  an  uncultivated 
inhabitant  of  the  fouthern  hemilphere, 
fhould  miftake  the  one  difeafe  for  the  other; 
therefore  to  admit  of  this  dodlrine,  we  muft 
be  pofleffed  of  a  great  fhare  of  credulity. — 
In  order  to  leave  a  fcope  for  the  mind  to 
employ  itfelf,  we  fhall  propofe  the  two  fol¬ 
lowing  queftions  for  its  difcuffion. — May 
not  this  difeafe,  which  the  young  Bolobo- 
lean’s  mother  died  of,  been  a  Ipecies  of  le- 
profy  ^  or  fome  herpetic  complaint,  fo 

common 

*  This  difeafe,  or  one  which  bears  a  ftrong  refem- 
blance  of  it,  is  very  predominant  among  the  natives  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  is  particularly  defcribed  to  be  fo 
(by  Capt.  Cook)  at  Hamoo,  V avaoo,and  F eejee,  three  of 
the  Friendly  Iflands.— Symptoms — It  appears  in  every 
part  of  the  body,  in  large  broad  ulcers,  difcharging  a 
thin  clear  pus,  fome  of  which  had  a  very  virulent  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  face,  and  is  generally  attended  with  the 
iofs  of  the  nofe,  or  a  confiderable  part  of  it. — It  cannot 
be  in  confequence  of  Venereal  contagion,  although  there 
is  a  great  analogy  between  the  fymptoms  j  for  it  Is  not 
the  refult  of  Venereal  intercourfes,  but  arifes  fpontane- 
oufly,  and  feems  to  be  indigenous  to  the  climate. — ■ 
Appearances,  fimilar  to  the  above,  owe  their  origin 
to  drinking  infufions  of  the  ava^  (a  very  hot  root,) 

which 
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common  in  tropicail  countries  ?  Or 
allowing  it,  for  a  moment,  to  have  been 
Venereal — may  it  not  have  been  a  diftemper 
indigenous  in  thefe  Iflands,  as  well  as  it  was 
reported  to  have  been  in  Hifpaniola,  and 
the  other  Weft-India  Iflands  ?  and  not  ori¬ 
ginated  from  libidinous  exceffes,  and  pro- 
mifcuous  unreflrained  intercourfes  with 
one  another,  as  he  aflerts. — I  certainly 

which  conftitute  the  common  beverage  of  thefe  Iflands. 
— The  deftru6live  effe(5ts  of  this  vegetable,  obferves 
“  Capt.  Cook,  was  fo  very  vifible,  to  many  of  us  who 
‘‘  had  vifited  thefe  Iflands  before,  that  we  were  fur- 
prifed  to  find  feveral  of  the  natives,  who  were  re- 
‘‘  markable  for  their  fize  and  corpulency  when  we  faw 
‘‘  them  laft,  now  almoft  reduced  to  fkeletons ;  and  the 
caufe  of  this  alteration  was  univerfally  attributed  to 
the  ufe  of  the  ava.  Their  fkins  were  dry,  rough, 
and  covered  with  fcales,  which,  they  fay,  occafionally 
fall  ofF,  and  their  flcins  become,  in  fome  degree,  re- 
newed.  As  an  excufe  for  this  baneful  practice,  they 
alledge,  it  is  to  prevent  their  growing  too  corpulent  ; 
“  but  it  enervates  them  exceedingly,  and  probably 
‘‘  Ihortens  the  duration  of  their  lives.” — Were  we  to 
allow  ourfelves  a  moment’s  thought  on  the  hiflory  of 
this  affemblageof  difeafes,  we  cannot  but  eafily  difcover 
the  fallacy  of  Dr.  Forfter’s  conclufions.— Vid.  Cook’s 
laft  Voyage  abridged,  Vol.  11.  p.  97, 
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mull:  acquiefce  with  him,  that  there  is  a  pro^ 
Lability  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe's  exifting 
ages  in  thefe  Illands,  previous  to  their  dif- 
covery  by  Europeans — but  the  Doftor  muft 
excufe  me,  if  I  differ  from  him  in  his 
theory,  relative  to  the  caufes,  which  he  fays 
will  produce  theDifeafe. — Having  advanced 
thus  far,  he  ventures  ftill  farther  and  en¬ 
deavours  to  fliew,  that  the  diforder  in  quef- 
tion  was  not  introduced  into  Europe  by 
Columbus  \  and  did  not  even  then,  as  it  is 
generally  fuppofed,  make  its  firft  appearance 
about  the  period  of  that  important  event, 
but  v\ras  long  before  diftindtly  chara6i:e- 
rifed,  and  familiarly  known.  Toeftablifli 
this  do(5lrine,  he  has  recourfe  to  old  opi¬ 
nions,  and  quotes  the  ingenious  enquiries 
made  by  Monf.  Sanchez  Ribero  a  phy- 

ficiaii 

Monf.  Sanches  R-ibero,  publifiied  a  Diflertation  in 
the  year  1765,  in  which  he  endeavours  to  prove  that 
this  Dlfeafe  was  not  introduced  from  America,  but  took 
its  rife  in  Europe,  and  was  brought  on  by  an  epidemical 
and  malignant  diforder.  Did  I  chufe  to  enter  into  a 
dirquifition  on  this  fubjedt,  which  I  fhould  not  have 
mentioned  if  it  had  not  been  intimately  connedfed  with 
this  part  of  my  enquiry,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 

point 
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fician  ill  Riiffia,  who  fays,  that  the  Venereal 
Difeafe  appeared  in  Italy,  and  at  Auvergne 
in  France,  at  the  very  time  when  Colum¬ 
bus  returned  to  Spain,  from  his  Difcoveries 
in  America.  But  thefe  reports  are  very 
little  to  be  attended  to,  for  very  evident  and 
obvious  reafons  5  they  cannot  be  fufficiently 
afcertained.-,If  the  learned  fupporter  of 
this  opinion  could  inform  us,  whether 
there  were  any  Italians  and  French,  natives 
of  Auvergne  in  the  Columbian  expedi¬ 
tion  ?  If  there  were,  the  Venereal  Diftem- 
per  appearing  as  foon  in  Auvergne,  and  in 
Italy  as  it  did  in  Spain,  even  allowing  that 
this  really  was  fo,  may  foon  be  accounted 
for.  As  It  is  but  natural  to  imagine,  that 

point  out  feme  miftakes  with  refpea  to  the  fads,  upon 
which  he  founds,  as  wel  l  as  fome  errors  in  the  confe- 
quences  which  he  draws  from  them.  The  rapid  com 
munication  of  the  Difeafe  from  Spain  over  Europe , 
feems  to  refemble  the  progrefs  of  an  epidemic,  rather 
than  that  of  a  difeafe  tranfmitted  by  infeftion.  The 
firft  mention  of  it  is  in  the  year  1493,  before  the 
year  1497,  bad  made  its  appearance  in  moft  countries 
o  Europe,  with  fuch  alarming  fymptoms,  as  rendered  it 
neceffary  for  the  civil  magiftrate  to  interpofe  in  order  to 
check  its  violence. — ^ 

Robertfon’s  America,  Note  48,  p.  464.  Vol.  I. 
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the  failors  of  thefe  two  kingdoms  would 
be  anxious  to  return  to  their  refpeftive 
habitations  as  foon  as  leave  could  be  grant¬ 
ed  them,  after  fo  long  and  fo  remarkable 
a  voyage,  and  carrying  the  diftemper 
with  them,  would  infeft  thofe  females 
whom  they  unfortunately  connedled  withj 
and  the  diftance  being  fo  Ihort  between 
Spain  and  thofe  countries,  and  the  differ¬ 
ence  of  time  would  be  fo  fmall,  that  it 
would  require  the  moft  accurate  and  eagle- 
eyed  obferver  to  decide,  whether  the  feeds 
of  the  difeafe  were  not  as  foon  fown  in 
France  and  Italy,  as  they  were  in  Spain. 
— “  It  appears”  (continues  the  Doflor  in 
favor  of  his  hypothefis)  “  from  a  book 
“  of  Peter  Pintor  *,  a  learned  Spanifh 
“  phyfician,  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
“  raged  at  Rome,  that  it  fpread  over  all 
“  Italy  in  the  form  of  an  epidemical  dif- 
“  temper  in  the  year  1493.  Pacificus 
“  Maximus,  a  celebrated  poet,  whofe 
“  woiks  were  publifhed  at  Florence  in 
“  1489,  defcribes,  in  lib.  3.  ad  Priapum, 
*  Forfter’s  Obfervations,  p.  492. 
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the  Venereal  Difeafe  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  no  doubt  can  be  afcertained  of  its 
being  perfedlly  known  at  that  period". 
Nor  are  there  teftimonies  vvanting,  that 
in  times  ftill  more  reniote;  fymptoms  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe  were  well  known. 
Alfonfus,  the  firft  King  of  Naples,  died 
in  1458,  of  a  gondrrhcsa,  or  as  Triflano 
“  Caraciola  de  veritate  fortunse  expreffes  it, 
morio  infuper  tmmundo  pertuiaci^  in 
voluntario  fcihcet  infejijibilique ^  fpermatis 
“  fuxu,  Dadiflaus,  another  Neapolitan 
Monarch,  likewife  died  in  1414,  of  an 
infe6lion  in  his  genitals,  contrafted  from 
a  girl  whom  he  kept;’  More  inftances 
can  be  produced  to  convince  us  that  the 
“  difeafe  had  been  known  amona:  the  an- 
“  cicnts,  and  are  to  be  found  in  Platrier’s 
“  Opufcula,  de  Morbo  Campano,  p.  2*. 

“  All 

As  my  own  Tentiments  entirely  coincide  with  thofe 

of  the  ingenious  Dr.  Wall,  -concerning  the  difeafes  of 

Alfonfus  arid  Ladlflausy  it  would  be  but  doing  juftice  to 

that  Gentleman,  to  give  you  an  abftradf  of  them.-— 

‘‘  TThat  Alfonfus,  King  of  Naples,  died  of  a  venereal 

gonnorrhbea  in  the  year  1485,  is  an  aflertion  with- 
out  any  plaufible  foundation  of  truth — A  circumftance 

E  of 
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All  thefe  faggeftions  (continues  the  Dr.) 
encourage  me  to  fuppofe  that  the  Ve¬ 
nereal 

‘‘  of  this  nature,  rendered  notorious  by  the  Hlg  hrank  cf 
the  vidliin,  muft  have  been  fo  well  known,  that 
‘‘  thofe  authors,  v/ho  have  treated  ot  this  Venereal 
ly.mptom,  could  not  have  prefumed  to  alTert,  that  it 
did  not  make  its  appearance  till  the  more  common 
fymptoms  of  the  Lues  had  been  well  known  for  more 
than  twenty  years ;  nay,  till  the  virulence  with  vvhich 
cfc  made  their  firfl  invafion,  v/as  confiderably 

mitigated  and  corredled.  ,  Carraciolo  only  fays,  that 
Alfonfus  Vk^as  deflroyed,  morbo  immundo,  involun- 
“  tario  fcilicet  Sc  infenfibili  fpermatis  fluxu.  But  this 
‘‘  proves  no  more  than  that  his  diforder  was  a.feminal 
weaknefs,  and  a  fpecles  of  the  Tabes  Dorfalis,  or 
‘‘  Gonorrhoea  0;/stp7o;-op^.  The  Venereal  Gonorrhoea,  is 
“  neither  fpermatis  fluxus,  nor  is  It  a  difcharge  without 
“  pain,  infcnfthills. — Even  this  account  of  the  caufe 
and  manner  of  this  Prince’s  death  is,  after  all,  very 
weakly  founded.  It  muft  be  owned,  that  no  one  who 
plunges  into  libidinous  liumry,  is  exempt  from  its 
debilitating  eftedls,  which  generally  lay  the  found?.- 
tion  of  corporeal  and  mental  imbecility,  and  very 
‘‘  often  cut  ftiort  the  thread  of  life  ;  whereas  Alfonfus 
■  lived  to  a  confiderable  age,  palled  no  fmall  part  of  his 
life  in  the  active  engagements  of  the  cam.p  and  the 
held  ;  and  in  his  declining  years,  governed  his  united 
dominions  of  Arragon,  Sicily,  and  Naples,  with  fuch 

S  mvages  Nofalog.  Ch  ix.  Orel.  3.  Gen.  xxx.  So.  3.  et  Cl.  x. 
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Venereal  Difeafe  was  not  uncommon  in 
ancient  times,  as  has  been  repeatedly' 

urged; 

prudence  and  profperity,  as  to  have  obtained  from 
‘‘  hiftorians  the  title  of  great.  Nor  do  they  in  general 
“  make  any  mention  that  he  was  fubjedt  to  any  natural 
or  acquired  infirmity  of  body  or  mind 

That  LadiflauSjKing  of  Naples,  died  of  a  Veneteal 
“  diforder,  is  not  lefs  difputable  tharl  the  former  affer- 
“  tion.  In  the  account  given  of  him  in  the  Didtion- 
naire  Hiftorique  Portatif,  it  is  faid,  II  mourut  a 
*•  Naples  ie  i6  Aout  1414,  a  38ans  d’un  poifon,  que 
la  fille  d’un  medicin  lui  avoit,  donne  a  Peroufe,” — 
a  mode  of  expreflion  extremely  inaccurate,  and  not 
to  be  hazarded  by  a  ’biagropher,  if  he  really  diednf  a 
“  Venereal  diforder.  Had  that  been  the  cafe,  the 
writer  would  have  been  either  more  or  lefs  explicit 
than  he  is.  If  he  was  willing  to  conceal  the  misfor- 
tunc  or  difgrace  of  the  King,  he  was  not  required  to 
fay  fo  much;  if  that  Prince  really  died  of  tfiis  dif- 
order,  and  the  author  was  defirous  of  perpetuating 
the  memory  of  that  event,  he  would  not  have  expref- 
fed  himfelf  in  terms  fo  ambiguous. — But  the  hiftory 
‘‘  ofLadiflaus  fupports  the  author’s  hypothefis, with  more 
plaufibility  than  that  of  Alfonfus  ;  becaufe  hiftorians 
“  apree  that  the  Ladiflaus,  delivered  from  enemies  at 
“  home,  and  an  over- match  for  thofe  abroad,  gave 
himfelf  up  to  pleafure,  and  lliortened'his  days  by  ex- 
cefs  of  debauchery.  It  is  moft  probable,  however, 
that  the  prejudicial  confequences  of  thefe  excefTes, 
*  Sa/in^urne’s  Travels  through  the  two  Sicilies,  p.  22. 

E  2  Wd 


52  I-NQ^G-i^RY  Into  the  Origin 

urged  i  that  it,  however,  broke  out  with 
new  rage  about  the  year  1493, 
fixing  and  attaching  itfelf  upon  many 
‘‘  other  epidemical  diftempers,  it  became 

led  him  to  have  recourfe  to  medicine,  and  to  entruft 
himfelf  to  the  care  of  every  empiric,  who  was  bafe 
“  enough  to  flatter  him  with  the  perfedl  refloration  of 
his  debilitated  frame ;  and  that  to  one  or  more  of  the 
pretended  reftoratives,  thus  adminiftered  by  the  hand 
of  empiricifm,  he  finally  became  a  viclim.’* 

Vid.  Dr,  Wall’s  Obfervations,  &c* 
The  judicioufnefs  of  this  ingenious  Gentleman’s  re¬ 
marks  is  very  apparent ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  a  pro- 
mifeuous  ufe  of  women,  attended  with  other  irregula¬ 
rities,  as  we  have  before  had  repeated  occafions  to  men¬ 
tion,  will  create  fymptoms  fimilar  to  thofe,  of  thefe  two 
Monarchs,  allowing  their  difeafes  to  have  been  what 
they  are  alledged ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  avoid  cor¬ 
dially  joining  with  him  in  rejefting  this  falfe  idea,  which 
has  long  been  prevalent — that  the  difeafe  was  anciently 
known  in  Europe.  On  the  contrary,  that  it  is  a  dif- 
temper  of  modern  date,  and  not  introduced  here  before 
the  conclufion  of  the  15th  century.  Such  notion  as  this 
will  bebefl  refuted  by  the  hiftory  of  this  diftemper,  when 
we  confider  that  Gonorrhoea  virulenta^^  did  not  make  its 
appearance  till,  at  leaft,  40  years  after  the  Lues  Venerea ; 
nor  even  at  this  day  does  it  always  accompany  that 
difeafe. 

*  Naples  u‘as  befieged  In  the  year  1495,  and  this  Venereal 
i’yir.ptom  was  not  oblcrved  till  the  year  1536. 

viru- 
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virulent  by  cohabiting  with  women.  • 
“  We  need  not,  therefore,  wonder  that  the 
difeafe  fhould  have  made  its  appearance 
at  Otaheite,  and  its  neighbourhood,  long 
before  the  arrival  of  any  European  at 
‘‘  their  ifle.” 

Several  other  obfervations,  equally  cu¬ 
rious  as  interefting,  are  brought  forward 
fo  eftablifh  his  affertions.  But  why  fo 
new  and  fo  unparalleled  an  affedion,  after 
remaining  fo  long  dormant,  fhould- renew 
its  vigour,  and  appear  at  fo  memorable  an 
aera  as  1493  ;  memorable,  it  may  be  ftyled, 
with  great  propriety,  from  its  being-  the 
year,  that  Columbus,  the  difcoverer  of  a 
new  and  vaft  empire,  arrived  at  Palos,  a 
fea-port  in  Spain,  amidfl  the  unbounded 
acclamations  of  the  gazing  multitude,  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  furprifing  and  chimerical. 
Unlefs  the  learned  broacher  of  this  intricate 
do6lrine  can  fatisfaftorily  folve  the  above 
ftated  queftions,  his  theory,  though  very  in¬ 
genious,  will  never  bring  conviftion  to  my 
mind ;  nor  are  they  competent  to  (land  the 
teft  of  mature  confideration  and  refleftion. 

E  3  '  There 
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There  is  another  remark  we  fliould 
mention,  and  which  ferv.es,  in  a  great 
meafiire,  to  overthrow  his  arguments  hi 
toto—tim  name  given  to  the  difeafe  by  tlie 
inhabitants  of  thofe  ides,  The  Otaheiteans 
called  it  apanopretane^  or  the  Britiih  difeafe; 
and  fometimes  apano  miriatano^  or  a  difeafe 
of  the  penis  This  name  feerns  to  have 
been  given  it,  by  thofe  Indians,  in  the  pe¬ 
riod  between  Capt,  Cook’s  firft  and  fecond 
expedition.  It  does  not  appear  clear, 
though  the  natives  call  it  the  Britifh  Dif¬ 
eafe,  that  it  was  firfr  communicated  to  them 
by  Britons,  for  thefe  innocent  mid  happy 
Ifianders  called  every  European  Britiih, 
owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  very  high  refpedt 
and  veneration  they  held  every  thing,  the 
produce  of  our  glorious  Ifiand.  If  it 
had  been  a  diftemper  of  long  handing 
amongft  them,  they  would  have  had  fome 
appellation,  fome  expreffion  of  their  own, 
to  fo  baneful  and  deftruftiye  a  malady, 
previous  to  their  being  difcovered  by  Euro- 

^  Jpam^  figni tying  in  the  Otaheitean  language, 
ffeafe,  and  miriatano  the  privy  parts. 


peans^ 
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peanSj  which  we  are  well  informed,  by  the 
repeated  teftl monies  of  niany,  they  had 
not  Another  ftronu  circumftantial  evi- 
dence  to  the  contrary,  is,  the  panic  and 
defpair  it  occafioned  throughout  thofe 
illands,  where  univerfal  joy  had  been  before 
fpre^d  ;  and  their  intire  ignorance  of  it,  be¬ 
fore  the  French  vifited  them,  united  with 
their  unacquaintance  of  any  remedy  to 
counteradl  its  malignity  ^  for  if  it  had  been 
of  long  continuance  among  them,  nature, 
who  is  always  provident,  would  have  lent 

ts  dire- 

1 

ful  confequences. 

-j-  The  fufterings  of  the  firfl:  infedled, 
amongft  the  Society  Iflaiids,  are  defcribed 

by 

/ 

\ 

It  appears  plainly,  from-FIawkfworth’s  account,- 
they  had  no  name  at  all  for  it  at  the  time  of  the  hrft 
Voyage,  and  diftinguidied  it  only  by  a  metaphorical 
exprelTiori  of  the  fame  import  as  rottennefs.  Vol.  IL 

P-  '^33- 

t  The  difeafe,  according  to  the  lateft  accounts,  is 
much  more  violent  iilthe  Sandwich,  than  in  the  Society 
or  Friendly  Iflands  :  it  is  reported  to  be  fo  deRrudliFe  at 
fome  of  the  former^  as- to  be  the  death  qf  many,  of  both 
fexes  :  in  fome  of  the  Sandwich  lilands  only,  it  was  at-* 

E  4  tended 
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by  the  natives,  in  the  nioft  pathetic  terms, 
to  be  infuppqrtably  grievous,  and  its  rage 
not  to  be  endured :  they  feem  to  be  analoT 
gical  to  the  fufFeriirgs  of  the  firft  viffims 
amongft  Europeans,  which  we  have  had 
occafion  to  mention  in  a  former  part  of 
this  enquiry.  It  is  very  furprifing  that  the 
Venereal  Difeafe  fhquld  increafe  in  its  viru¬ 
lence  for  years,  after  its  being  tranfplanted 
into  a  new  and  foreign  foil.  Ex  gr.  On 
its  firfl:  appearance  in  Europe,  it  is  allowed 
that  it  was  very  violent,  for  a  century  and 
upwards ;  but  after  that  period  it  gradually 
diminilhed  in  the  variety  and  violence  of 
its  fymptoms.  From  this  occurring,  we 
have  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  will  obferve 
the  fame  revolution  in  the  Illands  of  the 
Pacific  Main,  as  it  has  hitherto  done  iq 

tended  with  thofe  dreadful  confequences  j  for  at  Owyhee, 
the  largeft  of  the  whole  group,  (it  obfervcd  a  milder 
courfe)  at  v/hich  that  perfevering  and  adventurous  com¬ 
mander,  Capt.  Ooolc,  whole  memory  will  ever  be  re¬ 
vered  and  elfeemed,  and  whofe  lofs  will  ever  be  re- 

‘  .  . 

gretted  by  every  lover  of  fcience,  fell  a  viaim  to  fa- 
vage  refentment.  But  the  naval  genius  of  Britain  bid? 
us  drop  a  tear  at  the  recitaj  of  this  unfortunate  event. 

every 
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^very  quarter  of  the  univerfe,  where  it  has 
been  unfortunately  introduced.  It  is  not 
certain,  what  remedies,  are  employed  by 
the  natives  to  difpel  the  fiend  from  thofe 
hofpitable  and  delightful  iflands,  which 
deferved  a  better  return,  as  their  benevo¬ 
lence  is  free  from  deceit,  and  their  careffes 
the  tribute  of  love  and  fimplicity.  We 
have  indeed  been  lately  informed,  that 
their  cure  principally  depends  on  the  in¬ 
ternal  ufe  of  fome  certain  plants,  (the 
moft  general,  and,  indeed,  the  only  re¬ 
medy  of  nations  in  an  uncivilized  ftate) 
whofe  properties  have  not  as  yet  been  in- 
veftigated 

It  does  not  appear  improbable,  but  that 
they  poffefs  a  fpecific  power ;  for  during 

*  With  this  remedy  they  ufe  another  of  a  very  fin- 
gular  nature,  and  which  feems  unneceflary  in  a  hot 
country.  Having  heated  fome  ftones,  they  lay  a  thick 
cloth  over  them,  covered  with  a  quantity  of  a  fmall 
plant  of  the  muftard  kind,  and  over  them  is  fpread 
another  cloth,  on  this  they  feat  themfe|ves,  and  fweat 
profufely.  This  method  is  likewife  pradfifed  by  them 
for  the  removal  of  other  complaints,  and  particularly 
fpf  after-pains  of  child-bed  women. 

Csp— 
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Captain  Cook’s  laft  ftay  at  Otaheitee,  none 
were  to  be  feen  in  whom  the  difeafe  had 
made  any  great  progrefs,  from  the  time  it 
had  been  introduced  among  them,  which 
was  in  1768  or  1769.  This  was  verified  in 
one  of  the  natives,  wlio  went  from  the  Re- 
folution  infeaed,  and  returned  in  a  fliort 
time  to  all  appearance  perfedly  recovered; 
but  v/liether  radically  fo,  their  fliortnefs  of 
continuance  at  that  Ifland  prevented  them 
from  deciding.  Repeated  endeavours  were 
made  to  afcertain  the  medicated  qualities 
afcribed  to  thefe  vegetables,  but  every  at-* 
tempt  of  this  kind  .proved  ineiFeftiial ;  oc- 
cafioned,  in  a  great  degree,  to  their  unac- 
qiiaiiitaace  6f  the  idioms  of  the  language  pe¬ 
culiar  to  thofe  iilands.  For  it  it  is  a  welk 
eftabliflied  maxim,  that  the  firif  fteps  to 
be  taken  towards  the  making  any  progrefs 
in  difcoveries  in  any  country,  is  to  procure, 
a  knowledge  of  their  language 

•  ^  -  It' 

*  Plape  a  man,  e,  gr.  in  Lapland  or  Japan,  pofieiTed 
of  every  natural  knowledge,  a  mailer  of  every  human 
attainment ;  thus  fituated,  and  thus  accompliflied,  whay 
progrefs,  what  proficiency  "in"  their  arts,  rnanners,  and 

cufloms, 

■•V  '  ^ 
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-  It  has  been  circulated,  that  mercury  has 
been  of  late  left  in  thofe  iflands,  by  the 
furgeons  of  the  refpefliive  ihips  that  have 
vifited  them  ;  if  fo,  it  is  much  to  be  dread¬ 
ed,  but  that  all-potent  mineral  v/ill  not  be 
j.udicioufly  adminiftered  3  fo  that  this  re¬ 
medy  may  be  prodiidive  of:  as  many  evils 
arnongft  them,  as  the  difeafe :  and  it  does 
not  appear,  from  the  various  accounts  of 
voyagers,  that  they  have  either  phyficians, 
or  furgeons  by  profeflion,  except  the  prieft, 
whofe  relief  ccnfifts  in  prayers  and  cere¬ 
monies,  not  in  drugs  and  prefcriptions. 
Phync  feems  arnongft  them  clofely  to  be 
interwoven  with  the  prevailing  fyftem  of 
mythology ;  the  facred  funftions  of  the 
priefthood  are  combined  with  the  pradtical 
duties  of  the  phyfician.— Where  intempe¬ 
rance  produces  no  difeafes,  there  will  be  no 
phyficians  by  profeffion ;  yet  where  there 
is  fufferance,  there  v/ill  always  be  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  relieve^  and  where  the  caufe  of 

t 

cufcoms,  can  he  expect  to  arrive  at,  without  a  previous 
knowledge  of  their  language,  the  medium  through 
V'hich  thefe  are  tranfadted  I  ' 

the 
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the  difeafe  and  the  remedy  are  alike  un¬ 
known,  ,  thefe  will  naturally  be  diredled  by 
fu’perftition :  thus  it  happens  in  thefe 
iflands,  and  in  other  countries,  that  groan 
under  the  united  influences  of  ignorance, 
fuperflition,  and  oppreffion ;  and  where 
that  bright  luminary,  fcience,  has  never 
fhone  with  that  brilliancy  which  flie  does 
in  enlightened  nations. 

It  has  been  afferted,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  South-Sea  Iflands,  though  afflifted 
with  Lues,  are  yet  free  from  gonorrhoea  5 
and  Dr.  Duncan  has  produced  this  affer- 
tion  in  fupport  of  the  following  hypothe- 
fis,  viz.  “  That  the  virus  in  gonorrhoea 
and  fyphilis  are  not  the  fame ;  that  the 
former  never  produces  the  latter,  and 
mce  verfa  The  Doctor,  in  favor 

of 

^  The  oppofite  do<5trine  is,  that  the  virus  producing 
Lues  Venerea,  and  that  producing  gonorrhoea,  differ 
only  in  ftrength.  From  the  weaker' kind  originates 
gonorrhoeal  fymptoms.  From  that  more  concentrated, 
the  Lues  Venerea.  It  appears  to  me  more  probable, 
that  the  difference  of  thefe  diftempers  arife  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  virus  is  applied,  rather  than  from 
its  different  degrees  of  concentration — e.  gr*  The  vi- 

i  *■ 
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of  his  opinion,  obferves,  that  he  was  in¬ 
formed  by  a  gentleman  who  accompanied 
Captain  Cook  to  Otaheitee  in  1774,  that 
though  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  which  had 
been  lately  introduced  there,  was  very  com¬ 
mon  among  the  inhabitants,  yet  that  af- 
feftion  of  it  the  gonorrhcsa  was  ftill  un¬ 
known  to  them.  In  contradidflon  to  this 
information,  I  have  to  add  the  report  of 
a  friend  of  mine,  who  was  on  board  the 
Adventure,  during  her  voyage  on  difcove- 
rles,  in  a  medical  capacity,  and  was  at 
that  ifland  much  about  the  period  alluded 

rulent  mucus  of  the  vagina  being  driven,  or  forced 
into  the  urethra  in  coition,  attaches  itfelf  to  the  Ja« 
cunae,  irritates  and  inflames  them,  and  produces  the 
gonorrheeal  difeharge. — But  if  the  fame  poifon,  pof- 
feflTed  of  equal  virulence,  be  applied  to  the  glans,  pre- 
putium,  &c.  an  ulcer  will  be  the  confequence,  which, 
in  this  {late,  we  fhall  term  a  primary  chancre,  being 
only  a  local  complaint :  bat  if  this  chancre  remain  fuck 
a  time,  that  the  virus  from  it  is  abforbed  into  the  ge¬ 
neral  mafs  of  fluids,  and  other  fymptoms  follow,  fuck 
as  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  fauces,  and  throat,  buboes, 
and  other  anomalous  appearances,  we  would  denomi¬ 
nate  thefe  fecondary,  univerfal  or  fyphilitic  fymptomSj 
or  thofe  arifing  from  a  tainted  mafs. 


to 
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to,  vIz.—Thatthe  majority  of  the  Adven¬ 
ture's  crew,  who  were  afflifted  with  this 
difeafe  while  at  Otaheitee,  had  fymptoms 
of  gonorrhoea  only.  A  later  and  very  re- 
fpedtable  authority  feems  to  verify  this  laid 
affertion ;  for  Dr.  Swediaur  informs  us  in 
his  excellent  prafticalTreatife^Von  Venereal 
•Difeafes,  that  Captain  King,  whoYucceeded 
Capt.  Clarke  in  the  late  voyage  round  the 
world,  afilired  him,  that  he  himfeif  had  feen 
many  of  them  with  matter  dripping  from 
their  urethra.  I  muft  acknowledge,  that  his 
arguments  have  not  brought  convidlion  to 
my  mind ;  nor  do  I  imagine  what  is  now 
thrown  out,  will  by  any  means  afford  fa- 
tisfa6fory  evidence  to  thofe  vrho  may  have 
adopted  his  opinion.  It  would,  however, 
be  a  digreffion,  and  enlarging  the  bulk  of 
,thefe  obfervations  greater  than  what  was 
firft  intended,  were  I  to  enter  into  a  dif- 
quifition  on  this  obfcure  fubjedl ;  neither 
am  I  competent  for  a  talk  of  fuch  uncom- 
•  mon  difficulty,  nor  indeed  are  we  provided 
with  any  experiments  that  can  lead  us  in 
'the  leaft  to  decide  this  queftioii)  and  if  we 

were. 
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v-'ere,  I  cannot  fee  any  benefit  that  would 
arife  from  it  in  praftice.  It  is  enough 
that  we  are  acquainted  with  a  remedy^ 
when  judicioufly  adminiftered,  fufficiently 
powerful  to  defcroy  the  efiecls  of  the  virus, 
and  cure  the  difeafe.  I  refer  the  curious 
-  to  perufe  the  arguments  which  this  learned 
gentleman  has  brought  forward  in  favor 
of  this  doflrine,  m  his  medical  cafes  and 
chfervationL 

I  fhall  now  finifii  my  hiftorical  obfervati- 
ons  by  remarking,  that  it  has  been  my  in¬ 
tention  throughout;  to  deftroy  this  falfe 
idea,  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe  was  known  in 
the  earlieil  periods  of  European  hiftory:  on 
the  contrary,  I  have  attempted  to  eftablife, 
that  the  difeafe  is  of  modern  date,  and  in¬ 
troduced  at  the  ^ra  repeatedly  mentioned ; 
and  that  thofe  difiempers,  which  have  been 
produced  from  authors  of  antiquity  (as  the 
j^rfiira  of  Ardern,  &c.)  in  favor  of  it,  wxre 
not  Venerea],  though  fimilar  to  it  in  their 
appearances,  but'  occalioned  by  thefe  four 
caufcs — viz*  ift,  luxurious  living— 2d,  in- 
continency  in  ' -the  fexes-^ — 3d,  want  of 

clean]  inefs 
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cleanlinefs — 4th,  exceflive  hot  feafons  ill 
cold  climates,  or  a  natural  hot  climate 
One  or  more  of  thefe  caufes  combined, 


It  is  certain,  that  in  hot  countries  the  women 
have  ufually  a  very  fharp,  and,  in  a  degree,  a  virulent 
difcharge  of  the  menfes.  In  Syria,  and  in  many  other 
Afiatic  countries,  it  has  been  remarked,  that  the  men- 
flrua  have  fomething  contagious  about  them— And 
Tavernier  (Voyag.  des  Indes)  relates,  that  the  wo¬ 
men  among  the  CafFres  are  of  ,fo  virulent  a  difpolition, 
at  the  period  of  their  menftrual  difcharge,  that  if  an 
European  Hand  for  any  time  near  the  urine  they  have 
lately  made,  will  be  often  feized  with  head-ach,  and 
fometimes  with  fever.  Even  in  our  milder  regions,  it 
not  uncommonly  occurs,  that  when  a  perfon  has  (un¬ 
knowingly)  commerce  with  women  during  this  pe¬ 
riodical  elFufion  of  blood,  the  glans  and  prepuce  will 
be  affedled  with  fuperficial  puftules,  excoriations,  and 
flight  inflammations,  which  foon  difappear  :  the  beft 
remedy  for  thefe  appearances,  is  wafhing  them  with 
warm  milk  and  water,  or  a  weak  folution  of  Goulard’s 
extra£I  of  lead. — Thefe  fymptoms  have,  I  am  fully 
convinced,  too  often  been  inadvertently  taken  for  vene¬ 
real  :  but  complaints  originating  from  this  caufe,  are 
entirely  analogous  in  their  appearance,  duration,  and 
fymptoms,  to  the  difeafe  we  have  had  occafion  tq  treat 
of  at  note  p.  25.— Thefe  appearances  may  in  general 
be  imputed  to  the  fecond  and  third  caufe, — viz.  in- 
continency,  and  uncleanlinenefs.- 


have 
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have  produced  complaints,  whicli,  to  their 
great  refemblance  to  the  Lues  Venerea, 
have  milled  many.  But  that  the  difeafe 
in  quellion  is  of  a  foreign  extradion,  ge¬ 
nerated  in  a  foreign  climate,  and  cannot 
be  produced  in  this  country,  by  one  or  all 
of  the  above,  or  from  any  other  caufe  we 
are  yet  acquainted  with,  unlefs  conneftion 
with  an  infeded  perfon.  That  it  was  a 
diftemper  peculiar  to  the  climate  of  Hif- 
paniola,  and  many  other  of  the  Weft- In¬ 
dia  illands,  as  different  difeafes  are  ende- 
mial  to  different  countries — fuch,  for  in- 
ftance,  was  the  fmall-pox  formerly  in 
Egypt,  and  which  did  not  make  its  appear¬ 
ance  in  Europe  before  the  beginning  of 
the  feventh  century,  and  was  propagated 
throughout  every  kingdom  in  it  by  the 
Saracens.  Its  rapid  diffemination  and  hif- 
tory,  is  equally  as  unaccountable  as  that 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

From  the  above  obfervations  a  queftioii 
naturally  arifes — Could  the  climate  of  Htf- 
faniola,  in  the  courfe  of  300  years,  have 
fuffered  fo  great  a  revolution,  as  to  be  ca- 

F  pable 
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pable  of  producing  Venereal  Diftempers  at 
that  period,  and  have  no  fuch  effedt  at 
prefent,  even  allowing  it  to  have  been 
endemic  and  epidemic  in  that  climate  ?— 
We  anfwer  in  the  affirmative,  fetting  out 
with  a  great  faying  of  Ariftotle’s,  and 
which  is  very  much  attended  to  in  a  late 
curious  and  valuable  produdlion  of  the 
learned  Lord  Monboddo,  ‘‘  every  thing 
exifts  that  is  poffible  to  exift.  It  is 
poffible  then,  that  a  climate  may  undergo 
fuch  a  change,  as  to  be  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  difeafes  at  one  time,  that  it  is  not 
at  another.  - 

The  hiftory  of  phyfic  evinces  us  fully 
of  the  truth  of  this,  and  experiehce  itfelf 
vouches  for  the  power  of  particular 
climates,  in  caufing  particular  difeafes, 

,  and  changing  the  conftitution  of  men 

For 

^  The  changes  which  happen  in  climates,  bear  a 
flrong  affinity  to  thofe  in  the  human  body  ;  for  at  cer¬ 
tain  times  of  life  it  is  fubje£l:  to  difeafes  that  it  is  not 

at  others _ e.  gr.  The  difeafes  of  infancy  and  manhood. 

Befides,  there  are  a  clafs  of  diftempers  that  only  affedt 

mankind  once  during  the  period  of  their  exiftence, 

I — the 
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For  it  is  well  attefted,  that  the  natives  of 
fome  countries  are  liable  to  fuch  difeafes, 
as  are  feldom  or  never  known  in  other 
countries.  The  fudor  ^Anglicanus  is  an 
inftance  of  this — a  difeafe  which  proved 
fo  fatal  to  our  countrymen  at  different  pe¬ 
riods  of  our  hiftory ;  and  which  firft  ma- 
nifefted  itfelf  in  the  year  1485,  in  Henry 
the  Vllth’s  army  at  Milford  Haven ;  from 
thence  overfpread  the  whole  kingdom  with 
■  the  rapid  progrefs  of  an  epidemic. — Mar¬ 
vellous  are  the  accounts  which  writers 
give  of  it.^ — They  fay  that  none  but  Eng- 
lifhmen  were  affedled  with  it. — Even  by 
going  over  to  France  they  did  not  efcape 
itj  and,  which  is  ftill  more  aftonifliing, 
their  neighbours  the  Scotch  were  free  from 
it ;  and  in  the  moll:  diftant  parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  the  Englilh  only  were  affefted,  and 
foreigners  not  affefted  in  England.  From 
the  above  ftrange  relation,  we  have  reafoa 

— ^the  fmall-pox,  meafles,  and  feveral  others  of  the  ex¬ 
anthematous  kind. 

*  Friend’s  Hiftor.  of  Phyfic,  vol.  ii.  p,  333,  and 
Hume’s  Hill,  of  England,  voh  iU.  p,  330.  , 

-  F  2  to 
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to  imagine,  that  the  caufe  of  this  unac¬ 
countable  difteraper  was  not  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  any  change  or  peculiarity  at  thofe 
periods,  in  the  Britifh  atmofphere,  but 
peculiar  to  the  conflitution  of  an  Englifh- 
man,  and  purfued  him  through  every 
quarter  of  the  univerfe,  where  pleafure  or 
bufinefs  had  led  him.  He  was  no  where 
exempt  from  it;  no  afylum,  no  refuge, 
could  prevent  its  affailing  him.  But  why 
the  Englifh  vyere  alone  fubjeft  to  this  dif- 
eafe,  and  its  never  appearing  fince  in  this 
ifland ;  or  why  Lues  Venerea  can  be  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  climate  of  Hifpaniola,  and 
the  parts  adjacent,  and  in  no  other  quarter 
of  the  world  we  are  yet  acquainted 
with ;  and  why  the  leprofy  Ihould  be  fo 
very  prevalent  in  this  country  about  three 
centuries  ago,  and  now  hardly  a  veftige  of 
it  to  be  feen,  are  phaenomena  of  equally 
difficult  folution,  and  equally  bewilder  U5 
in  mazes  of  fancy  and  conjecture. 
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General  Remarks  on  the  prefent  received  Modes  of 

Treatment. 

IT  has  been  an  obfervation  from  time 
immemorial,  that  the  greateft  difcove- 
ries  which  have  been  made  in  medicine,  and 
every  other  branch  of  fcience,  were  more 
the  refult  of  chance  *  than  ftudied  reflec- 

t 

tion;  .and  that  thofe  arts  and  fciences, 
which  have  had  reference  to  the  wants  of 
mankind,  have  been  more  rapid  in  their 

*  It  is  to  accident  we  are  folely  indebted  for  the 
difcovery  of  the  peculiar  virtues  of  the  Peruvian  Bark, 
as  well  as  of  many  other  valuable  remedies. 

F  3  progrefs. 
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progrefs,  than  thofe  that  have  had  pleafure 
folely  for  their  objeft ;  and  in  proportion 

to  their  diftreffes,  their  invention  has  been 

\ 

racked  in  order  to  find  out  means  to  alle¬ 
viate  them.  Upon  this  principle  it  may 
naturally  be  prefumed,  (which  indeed  hap¬ 
pened)  that  the  inceffant  ravages  and  de- 
vaftation  which  the  Lues  Venerea  com¬ 
mitted  on  its  firfc  introduction  into  Eu¬ 
rope,  upon  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men, 
excited  their  humanity,  as  well  as  curiofity, 
to  fcarch  for  the  caufes,  or  at  lead:  to  know 
whether  the  ancients  had  taken  any  notice 
of  it  The  violence  with  which  it  raged, 
called  aloud  for  the  interference  of  the 

^  By  the  introdu£i:ion  of  the  Venereal  Diftemper 
into  Europe,  the  practice  of  phyfic  certainly  has  re¬ 
ceived  confiderable  improvements.  From  this  it 
would  feem,  that  we  are  only  to  be  taught  by  the  dan¬ 
ger  to  which  we  are  expofed.  Hence  the  art  of  war 
was  greatly  improved  by  repeated  fieges  and  battles, 
and  every  nation  torturing  their  invention  to  find  out 
new  implements  of  deftruaion.  So  we  find,  that 
public  calamities  are  often  inftrumental  of  greM  im¬ 
provements  in  fcience, 

magiftrate. 
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niagiftrate  as  well  as  the  affiftance  of 
the  phyfician :  while  the  latter  was  ran- 


^  When  the  Venereal  Difeafe  made  its  appearance 
in  Europe,  it  was  looked  upon  to  be  a  fpecies  of  the 
plague,  and  was  thought  to  fpread  its  contagion  by 
converfing  with,  or  living  together  ^  and  hence  arofe 
thofe  laws,  which  Ajiruc  mentions  were  enadled  in 
France,  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  infedled. 
“  Thus  there  is  extant  a  decree  in  the  acts  of  the  par- 
liament  of  Paris,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  March, 
1496,  by  which  fuch  as  were  infedled  with  the  difeafe, 
‘‘  were  prohibited,  under  pain  of  death,  from  conver- 
fing  with  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  obliged  to  re- 
tire  into  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Germains,  to  places  fet 
apart  for  thatpurpofe.”  The  fame  precaution  feems 
to  have  been  obferved  in  this  ifland  much  about  the 
fame  time;  and  provifion  was  made  for  the  public 
fafety,  in  proportion  to  the  prejudices  each  nation  had 
conceived  of  this  diftemper;  for  at  Edinburgh,  we 
are  informed,  that  the  infedled  were  exprefly  com¬ 
manded  by  the  magiftrates  and  town-council,  under  a 
fevere  penalty,  (though  not  fo  ftri£t  as  the  inflidlion 
of  death  on  a  non-obfervance  of  that  order)  to  retire 
to  Inchkeith,  a  fmall  ifland  fituated  in  the  middle  of 
the  Forth,  until  proper  afliftance  was  fent  them. 

In  the  year  1567,  Lord  Darnley,  hulband  to  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  was  feized  with  a  new  and  dangerous 
diftemper,  the  fymptoms  whereof  were  fo  violent  and 
iinufual,  that  though  his  life  was  in  the  utmoft  danger. 


no 


facking  Galen  and  his  Arabian  commen¬ 
tators,  in  hopes  to  find  in  them  fome  fimi- 
lar  traces  of  the  difeafe,  the  other  was 
bufily  employed  in  ena6ling  laws  and 
forming  regulations,  either  totally  to  pre¬ 
vent,  or  at  leaft  to  abate  the  terrible  in¬ 
roads  it  daily  made  on  the  human  fpecies ; 
but  neither  the  induftry  of  the  one,  nor 
the  vigilance  and  adivity  of  the  other, 
were  capable  to  check  its  career;  it  flood 
in  defiance  both  of  medical  and  magifte- 
rial  interpofition.  The  mineral  and  ve¬ 
getable  kingdoms  v/ere  in  vain  fearched 
into  to  difcover,  if  poffible,  a  remedy  for 
the  difeafe.  The  infected  received  no  fur- 

no  proper  remedy  was  known  or  applied ;  but  after 
languifhing  fome  weeks,  the  vigour  of  his  conftiturion 
furmounted  its  malignity,  Bifhop  Lefly  affirms  that  this 
difeafe  was  the  French-pox.  Keith  346,  Note  (6). 

In  that  age,  fays  Dr.  Robertfon,  in  his  Hiftory  of 
Scotland,  Book  IV.  this  difeafe  was  efteemed  fo  con¬ 
tagious,  that  perfons  infecTted  with  it  were  removed 
without  the  walls  of  cities;  and,  on  account  of  this 
diRemper,  Lord  Darnley  was  carried  to  the  Kirk  of 
Field,  ftrangled,  and  afterwards  blown  up  with  the 
houfe  by  gun-powder,  on  Sunday  night,  the  9th  o^* 
February  that  year. 
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ther  afliftance  from  medicine,  than  a  pal¬ 
liation  of  their  fymptoms,  which  were  pro¬ 
cured  by  copious  evacuations  and  topical 
applications. — Nothing,  in  Ihort,  that  in¬ 
genuity  could  invent,  or  experience  furnifh, 
but  what  was  adminiftered — but  to  no  ef- 
feft. — At  laft,  the  attention  of  all  Europe 
was  called  to  look  at  that  foil,  for  a  remedy, 
from  whence  the  difeafe  originated. 

As  early  then  as  1508,  guiacum  was 
imported  from  South  America,  and  eagerly 
introduced  into  pradfice,  as  the  only  medi¬ 
cine  that  was  ufed  by  the  natives  in  the  cure 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  and  was  faid  to 
eradicate  it,  without  danger ^  and,  therefore, 
was  received  with  great  expedfations,  as  a 
preventative  to  mankind.  ’ —  But  whether 
guiacum  merited  the  great  praifes  that  were 
then  bellowed  upon  it,  and  was  really  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  natives,  as  its  introducers 
wilhed  to  inliniiate,  or  whether  it  might 
be  capable  of  curing  the  diftemper  in  that 
country,  and  not  in  Europe,  we  remain 
Hill  very  much  in  the  dark  about.  It  is 
not,  however,  an  improbable  circumftance, 

that 
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that  this  might  be  the  cafe  ^  for  it  has  been 
reprefented,  that  the  Indians  of  North 
i^merica  cure  the  difeafe  with  Ipeed,  fafety, 
and  fuccefs,  and  that  without  the  leaft 
knowledge  of  mercury,  Mr.  Kalm,  a 
native  of  Sweden,  and  Sir  W.  Johnfon,  who 
were  long  relident  amongft  thofe  favage 
tribes,  affirm,  that  they  ufe  the  root  of  the 
plant  lobelia  in  deco6lion  -f,  with  incre- 

^  Care  fhould  be  taken  not  to  make  ufe  of  the  lobelia 
longiflora,  inftead  of  the  lobelia  fyphilitica,  the  former 
being  of  a  much  more  acrid  nature  than  the  latter. 

Vid.  Chara61;eri  in  Linnaei,  Gen.  Plantar. 

t  They  take  the  roots  of  four,  fix,  or  more  plants, 
either  frejfh  or  dried  ;  then  wafh  and  boil  them  in  a  gal¬ 
lon  and  a  half  of  water  ;  of  which  decoction,  the  patient 
drinks  every  day,  if  his  conftitution  will  fufFer  it,  a 
quart  in  the  beginning,  gradually  increafing  the  dofe 
till  he  can  no  longer  bear  the  purging  excited  by  it ; 
then  he  leaves  it  oft*  for  a  day  or  two,  and  if  neceflary, 
continues  it  again,  till  he  is  perfeclly  well.  This  me¬ 
thod,  in  about  a  fortnight,  or  three  weeks,  at  the  utmoft, 
puts  a  total  flop  to  the  diftemper.  Thd'  Indians  not 
only  drink  this  decodlion,  but  they  alfo  v/afh  and  bathe 
with  it  the  parts  aftedled.  During  a  courfe  of  this 
remedy,  they  confine  themfelves  to  a  fimple  diet,  efpe- 
cially  vegetables ;  though,  occafionally,  as  circumftances 
require,  they  are  allowed  to  eat  animal  food. 
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dible  fuccefs  in  every  ftage  of  that  malady. 
Nay,  they  even  look  upon  the  difeafe,  as  one 
to  be  the  eafieft  dealt  with ;  even  though  it  be 
fo  inveterate  that  the  patient  is  half  rotten, 
and  infupportable  to  be  approached,  he  is 
in  a  very  fhort  time  perfectly  cured,  with- 
out  return,  unlefs  a  frefh  expofure  to  the 
fame  caufe,  or  to  his  own  inconliderate  de¬ 
bauchery.  So  quick  is  this  fanative  plant, 
in  fubduing  the  mod:  virulent  pox,  that  the 
negroes,  both  men  and  women,  from  the 
moft  (hocking  condition,  in  ten  days  time, 
were  generally  fo  well  recovered,  as  to  re¬ 
turn  to  their  refpeftive  employments,  and 
continued  afterwards  perfeftly  found. — 
It  would  certainly  be  an  objeft  of  fome  con- 
fiderable  importance,  to  difcover  their  me¬ 
thod  of  cure  completely  ;  but  this  has  hot 
hitherto  been  attended  to  :  we  fhould  fup- 
pofe  that  it  might  be  eafily  arrived  at,  by 
making  trials  of  the  various  plants  that  are 
found  in  thofe  parts,  and  particularly  of 
fuch  as  the  natives  are  known  to  make  the 
moft  ufe  of.  But  however  well  attefted 
thefe  reports  may  be,  however  great  their 

autho- 
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authorities,  they  have  all  failed  on  repeated 
experiments,  in  accomplifhing  a  cure  in 
our  hemifphere,  when  unalfifted  with 
mercury. 

Whatever  may  be  the  reafon  of  guiacum 
proving  effedlual  in  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
in  South  America,  at  that  period,  and  not 
in  this  country  at  any  period,  is  difficult  to 
fay  * ;  and  whatever  then  might  have  been 
the  remedy,  it  is  certain  that  the  fame  mode 
of  cure,  as  adopted  by  modern  Europe,  is 
now  univerfally  embraced  by  them ;  and 
their  whole  dependance,  like  ours,  in  that 
^diftemper,  is  confined  to  mercury.  It  is 
probable,  however,  if  fo,  much  to  be  la¬ 
mented,  that  the  natives,  in  wifhing  to  keep 
their  ancient  remedy  a  fecret  for  their  con¬ 
querors,  whom  they,  with  great  juftice, 
ftyled  the  tyrants  of  the  world,  have  at  laft 

^  The  only  folid  reafon  of  its  falling  in  this  country, 
feems  to  be  the  difference  of  climates  :  but  when  we 
confider  that  we  are  pofi'efled  of  fuch  powers  as 
are  capable  of  heating  the  apartments  of  the  fick  to 
any  degree  of  heat  whatever,  even  to  that  of  the  region 
from  whence  the  difeafe  came,  every  obje(5fion  on 
this  head,  muH'  be  fatisfaclorily  anfwered. 
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loft  fight  of  it  themfelves.  Or,  perhaps, 
their  keeping  it  a  fecret  from  the  Spaniards, 
might  be  owing  to  fome  old  tradition  pre¬ 
valent  amongft  them — to  this  purport — 
that  if  the  remedy,  which  they  pofTefs,  was 
once  difcovered  to  any  but  their  particular 
ftates,  the  charm  would  be  broke,  and  its 
powers,  as  a  fovereign  remedy,  deftroyed ; 
on  account  of  fome  fuch  fuperftition  (fo 
common  in  unenlightened  nations)  the 
world,  very  poffibly,  has  been  deprived  of  a 
moft  invaluable  medicine.  We  might  reafon- 
ably  have  expected,  amongft  the  number- 
lefs  difcoveries  of  their  cufloms  and  man¬ 
ners,  that  more  attention  would  have  been 
paid  by  the  millionaries,  and  other  priefts, 
who  were  fent  over  by  the  court  of  Spain, 
to  the  fully  inveftigating  this  fubjedt,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  their  health  and  pleafures  w^ere 
both  fo  materially  concerned. 

We  have  certainly  them  alone  to  blame 
for  our  being  fo  little  acquainted  with  the 
original  hiftory  and  cure  of  this  diftemper; 
they  neglefted  embracing  the  only  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  having  a  more  accurate  knowledge 

of 
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of  it,  when  this  vaft  country  was  firft  dif- 
covered. 

The  reafon,  however,  appears  evident — 
they  followed  the  foot-fteps  of  their  co¬ 
adventurers,  whofe  chief  objeft,  as  a  cele¬ 
brated  Northern  writer  obferves,  was  in 
amaffing  fortunes,  that  they  might 
‘‘  quickly  return  from  a  remote  unhealth- 
ful  country,  which  they  confidered  as  a 
Rate  of  exile  Confequently  their 
attention,  their  meditations,  were  more  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mines  of  Potofi,  than  in  the 
forefts  of  Loxa. 

China-root  and  farfaparilla,  were,likewife, 
introduced  into  pradlice  much  about  the 
fame  time ;  and  thirty  years  after  guiacum. 
The  former  of  thofe  was  firft  brought  by 
fome  Chinefe  merchants  to  Goa,  the  capital 
of  the  Portugueze  fettlements  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  in  1535,  and  from  thence  it  was 
foon  imported  to  all  parts  of  Europe. 
Vefalius  is  the  firft  who  takes  any  notice  of 
its  virtues,  in  his  epiftle  De  Radice  Chinee 
in  fpeaking  of  it,  he  obferves,  that  while  he 

*  Robertfon’s  Hiftory  of  America. 
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attended  the  hofpitals  at  Venice,  under  the 
principal  phyficians  of  that  city,  this  root 
was  then  made  ufe  of  in  that  difeafe, 
and  great*  things  were  expe6led  from  it ; 
but  in  that  they  were  deceived,  for  it  merely  ^ 
anfwered  the  intention  of  a  fudorific,  and 
procured  a  temporary  relief  of  the  fymp^ 
toms  which  again  appeared  on  the  flighteft 
irregularity.  But  a  very  fortunate  cir- 
cumftance  occurring,  recovered  the  loft  re¬ 
putation  of  this  medicine  ;  and  its  virtues 
were  again,  for  a  time,  eftabliflied,  by  no 
lefs  a  charafter  than  the  imperial  Charles 
the  Fifth,  who,  on  account  of  a  violent 
gouty  affeftion,  the  remains  of  a  Venereal 
complaint  improperly  treated,  had  gone 
through  a  compleat  courfe  of  guiacuni;, 
both  in  deco6tion  and  in  fubftance,  without 
any  alleviation  of  his  mifery :  at  laft,  on 
his  own  accord,  and  contrary  to  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  his  phyftcians,  determined  to  make 
trial  of  the  efficacy  of  this  root  at  Bruffels  5 
and  though  not  perfeftly  cured  of  his  dif- 
temper,  found  himfelf  fo  much  relieved 
from  its  ufe,  that  it  was  afterwards  efteemed 
3  a  pa- 
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a  panacea  all  over  the  continent.  But  how 
changeable  is  the' fortune  of  a  new  medicine^ 
which  was  truly  exemplified  in  the  China- 
root,  for  it  again  fell  under  its  former  dif- 
gj-ace. — Sarfaparilla  and  falfafras  fuffered 
the  fame"  revolutions  in  their  refpe6live  re¬ 
putations,  as  guiacum  and  China- root  had 
experienced  before.  Sometimes  they  were 
eagerly  introduced  by  praftitioners,  and  at 
others  entirely  neglected;  in  fhort,  their 
changes  were  alternate,  depending  as  much 
on  the  whim  and  caprice  of  fafliion,  as  on 
the  credit  and  fame  which  their  refpedtive 
introducers  fupported  in  -  the  world. — > 
Every  vegetable  that  could  be  thought  of, 
either  the  produce  of  thofe,  or  more  diftant 
climes,  and  efteemed  the  lead:  efficacious, 
were  employed ;  but  none  of  thefe,  upon 
experience,  were  found  to  anfwer,  by  any 
means,  the  high  encomiums  which  had 
been  beftowed  upon  them  ;  they  loft  all  the 
reputation  they  had  ever  acquired,  only 
palliating  the  difeafe  for  a  time,  which,  on 
the  leaft  irregularity  of  the  difeafed,  broke 
out  a  frefh,  with  additional  violence,  and 
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baffled  all  their  hopes  of  ever  accomplifh- 
ing  a  perfea  cure.  At  laft,  a  remedy, 
which  they  fo  fruitlefsly  fought  after  in  the 
learned  volumes  of  antiquity,  the  ChemilLs 
found  in  mercury,  the  favourite  fubjedl  of 
fo  many  of  their  operations.  But  at  what 
period  this  all-potent  mineral  was  firft  re¬ 
commended  in  Venereal  diftempers,  or 
who  its  introducers  were,  has  afforded  mat¬ 
ter  for  much  difcuffion.  The  greatefi: 
authorities  ¥  feem  uniformly  to  agree,  that 
it  was  not  employed  before  the  year  1518, 
which  was  twenty-five  years  after  the  dif- 
eafe  had  manifefted  itfelf  when  John 
de  Vigof,  phyfician  to  Pope  Julius  the 

Second, 

Friend’s  Hifi.  of  Phyfic,  Vol.  IL 

"t  It  muft  create  our  aftonijfhment,  when  we  confider 
the  analogy  between  fome  of  the  fymptoms  of  the  le- 
profy,,(a  difeafe  very  well  known  at  that  time  in  Europe) 
and  the  Venereal  diftemper,  that  mercury  was  not 
thought  of  before  j  and  that  a  period  oftwenty-five  years 
fhould  elapfe,  before  it  was  adminiftered  for  this  difeafe^ 
For  we  are  informed,  that  as  early  as  1276,  this  remedy 
was  ufed  in  the  leprofy,  by  Peter  the  Spaniard,  who  was 
afterwards  created  Pope  John  the  Firft.  He  is  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  be  the  firft  European,  who  made  ufe  of  it  in 
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Second,  wrote  a  treatife  on  the  Venereal 
Difeafe,  wherein  he  recommends  mercury 
in  form  of  ointment,  with  which  all  the 
body  was  to  be  anointed :  this  defperate 
remedy,  agreeable  to  his  account,  cured  the 
difeafe  in  a  week,  by  producing  a  violent 
falivation. — He  likewife  defcribes  a  mercu¬ 
rial  cerate,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  the  good 
effefts  of  which  he  had  experienced  a  thou- 
fand  times,  and  was  more  eafy  to  the  pa- 
'  tient  than  falivation  5  more  fecure  in  its 
operation,  and  in  the  event,  equally  as  ef- 
feftual :  but  the  mode  of  preparing  or  ufing 
thofe  medicines,  he  takes  no  notice  of. — 
The  honour  of  ufhering  in  this  medicine 
has  likewife  been  attributed  to  Jacobus 
Carpus,  a  contemporary  of  Vigo's  j  but 
whoever  of  them  deferves  that  credit,  they 
were  both  very  fuccefsful  in  their  pra6lice  at 
Rome,  and  acquired  large  fortunes  ;  parti¬ 
cularly  the  latter,  who,  at  his  death,  be- 

medicine  5  and  he,  no  doubt,  mull  have  learnt  the  mode 
of  ufing  it,  from  the  Arabians,  who  were  the  firft  that 
ventured  to  employ  mercury  to  deftroy  vermin,  and  for 
foulnefs  of  the  fkin. 
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queathed  40,000  crowns,  belides  a  great 
deal  of  other  perfonal  effeds,  to  the  Duke 
of  Ferrara,  his  friend  and  patron.  But 
whether  this  mode  of  adminiftering  mer¬ 
cury  died  witli  them,  or  if  they  were  as 
fuccefsful  as  has  been  reprefented,  we  are 
not  informed. — It  is,  however,  certain,  that 
mercury  got ,  into  great  difgrace  after  their 
death.  It  was  never  univerfally  known  in 
their  time,  owing  to  their  keeping  it  fo 
great  a  fecret  from  the  reft  of  the  praili- 
tioners  on  the  Continent,  prevented  them 
from  ufmg  it,  as  a  remedy,  in  the  Lues 
Venerea.  Mercury  was  firft  employed  by 
pradtitioners,  in  the  form  of  ointment,  in 
this  difeafe  i  and  fb  timid  were  they  in  ufing 
it^  that  the  proportion  of  mercury  was 
icarce  one-fortieth  part  of  the  other  ingre¬ 
dients.  In  this  they  a61:ed  like  honeft  men, 
in  employing,  with  caution,  a  remedy  of 
iuch  a  problematic  nature,  in  a  diftemper, 
of  which  the  annals  of  medicine  had  not  at 
that  time  taken  any  notice  of.  But  they 
carried  their  pufillanimity  to  too  high  a 
pitch  j  for  by  prefcribing  it  in  fuch  trifling 

G  2  quan- 
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■quantities,  the  difeafe  gained  fo  much 
ground,  that  three-fourths  of  their  pati¬ 
ents  were  either  carried  off  by  the  violence 
of  the  difeafe,  before  the  medicine  could 
have  any  effeft ;  or  were  otherwife  very 
much  disfigured,  that  they  became  fo  of- 
fenfive  and  difagreeable,  as  to  be  fhuhned 
’and  excluded  fociety.  The  regulars  being 
fo  often  difappointed  in  accomplifhing  a 
cure,  that  at  laft  the  difeafe  was  entirely 
deferted  by  them,  and  got  into  the  hands 
of  the  empirics.  The  delperate  and  muti¬ 
lated  ftate  of  thofe  unhappy  vidlims,  open¬ 
ed  a  fine  field  for  thofe  rapacious  preten- 
’ders,  to  impofe  upon  the  credulity  of  the 
people.  In  all  countries,  indeed,  it  is  too 
often  to  be  lamented,  that  defperate  dif- 
eafes  are  left  to  that  fet  of  men  who  have 
no  charafters  to  lofe,  and  who  will  not 
flop  in  employing  any  remedy,  however 
uncertain,  or  however  violent,  in  order  to 
attempt  a  cure.  In  this,  no  doubt,  they 
fometimes  fucceed ;  but  in  the  difeafe  in 
queftion,  they  run  into  the  oppofite  ex- 
trepies  of  the  regular  practitioners;  and 

by 
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by  throwing  in  fuch  large  quantities  of 
mercury,  produced  fuch  fudden  and  violent 
falivations,  that  more  fell  a  facrifice  to  the' 
remedy  than  the  diftemper ;  infomuch  that 
fcarce  one  of  a  hundred,  who  went  through 
the  mercurial  courfe,  as  preferibed  by  them, 
was  completely  cured ;  the  difeafe,  for  the 
moft  part, returning  with  redoubled  violence, 
.which  commonly  carried  off  the  unhappy 
fufferer,  and  relieved  him  of  his  mifery. 

The  fatal  effedts  which  conftantly  fol¬ 
lowed  the  admin iftration  of  this  mineral, 
as  recommended  in  the  early  periods  of  the 
difeafe,  occafioned  its  being,  if  not  wholly 
rejected  from  pradlice,  at  leaft,  in  a  great 
meafure  laid  afide,  for  near  half  a  century ; 
,and  the  different  roots,  fuch  as  Chma^ 
Guiaewn^  &c.  were  again  ufhered  into  prac¬ 
tice  5  but  met  with  (as  might  be  expedted) 
the  fame  train  of  ill-fuccefs  which  we  have 
remarked  before.  Pradlitioners  obferving 
.4hi§,  and  taking  it  ferioufly  into  confidera- 
tion,  they  a  fecond  time  ventured  upon  the 
ufe  of  mercury;  and  being  aware  of  the 
i^-ock  which  their  predeceffors  and  the  em- 
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pirics  had  fplit  upon,  were  determined  to 
employ  it,  neither  with  the  caution  of  the 
one,  nor  in  the  rafli  inconfiderate  manner 
of  the  other ;  and  by  adopting  this  rational 
plan,  they  fucceeded,  after  many  vain  and 
friiitlefs  attempts. 

Mercury  is  employed  at  prefent  in  a  great 
variety  of  forms,  difference  of  opinions 
prevails  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  admi? 
firing  its  numerous  preparations  The  ad¬ 
vocates 

*  Dr.  Kirkland  f  is  of  opinion,  that  the  more  fimple 
the  preparations  of  mercury  are,  the  better ;  that 
exceedingly  fmall  dofes  of  them  continued  a  length 
of  time,  are  fully  fufficicnt  to  anfwer  as  an  anti- 
iyphilitic,  and  for  every  other  purpofe  in  which  it 
can  be  ufeful ;  and  that  large  and  active  dofes  of  this 
mineral  are  not  only  unnecelTary,  but  often  violently 
pernicious,  though  they  may  produce  a  fpeedier  relief 
from  the  difeafe;  yet  their  fubfequent  confequences 
are  more  deftru£tive  to  the  conftitution  than  the  ma¬ 
lady  itfelf.  The  Do^or  farther  fays,  that  he  is  in¬ 
clined  to  believe,  from  a  fuccefsful  practice  of  rftafty 
years,  that  fmall  dofes  of  mercury  adds  tb  if$ 
c^cacy. 

The  preparation  v?hich  jthe  JDoftor  has  been  in 
tife  to  adminifter,  and  fpeaks  highly  in  praife  of 
is— a  fcruple  of  quickfilver,  rubbed  down  with  tiyo 

i  Irfondon  Medical  Journal,  Vol.  vii.  Art.  r.  for  3786. 
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vocates  for  each,  affigning  their  reafons  for 
that  which  they  adopt  in  preference  to  any 

other. 

drams  of  ftafch,  then  made  into  a  mafs  with  muci¬ 
lage  of  gum  arabiCy  and  divided  into  twenty  pillf, 
two  of  which  are  to  be  taken  daily,  except  in  thofe 
days  which  the  bowels  are  opened — for  he  recom¬ 
mends  a  gentle  purge  to  be  given  weekly  during  the 
cure,  (if  the  medicine  has  not  that  effect)  in  order 
to  prevent  the  mouth  from  being  afFe£led.  This 
courfe  (the  Dodlor  fays)  perfifted  in  for  three  or  four 
months,  will  cure  every  inftance  of  Lues  Venerea. 
This  manner  of  proceeding  may  certainly  fucceed  in 
cafes  where  the  difeafe  puts  on  a  mild  appearance,  or 
where  there  is  any  averfion  in  the  conftitution  to 
mercury,  when  the  fmalleft  dofe  of  the  moft  gentle 
preparation,  produces  the  moft  difagreeable^  effeefts. 
JBut  were  we  to  truft  to  this  mode  of  adminiftering 
mercury,  where  the  diftemper  has  laid  deep  root  in  the 
fyftem,  or  where  parts  of  confequence  are  in  danger 
of  being  deftroyed,  our  patients  would  be  in  a  fad 
disfigured  ftate,  before  the  violence  of  the  difeafe 
could  poffibly  be  checked.  The  Do£lor  wifties  to 
avoid  an  appearance,  which  of  all  others,  in  my 
opinion,  is  anxioufly  to  be  looked  for — that  is  an  af¬ 
fection  of  the  mouth.  For  we  can  after t  from  prac¬ 
tice,  that  Venereal  Ulcers  will  frequently  not  put  on 
a  healing  appearance  until  the  mouth  becomes  fore : 
and  I  have  feldom  found,  that  patients  were  perfectly 
free  from  a  rclapfe,  who  were  cured  v^ithout  fome 

Q  I  affcCtioit 
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other.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  diffe¬ 
rent  preparations  of  this  medicine,  and 
different  modes  of  ufing  it,  fait  different 
temperaments  3  for  it  is  well  known,  that 
very  great  varieties,  in  the  operation  of 
mercury,  arife  from  peculiarities  in  con- 
ftitutions.  Some,  for  example,  are  eafily 
affefted  ^  with  this  mineral,  while  others, 
on  the  contrary,  are  afted  upon  with  diffi¬ 
culty  only.  It  is  moft  agreeable  to  fome 

aftedHon  of  the  mouth  ;  and  that  thofe  perfons  are 
commonly  longer  in  getting  rid  of  the  difeafe,  where 
this  appearance  is  with  difficulty  produced.  In  ge¬ 
neral  we  would  prefume,  that  to  fupport  a  gentle 
forenefs  in  the  mouth  and  gums,  during  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  mercury,  is  advifable.  From  thefe  circum- 
ffiances  it  would  appear,  that  there  is  a  kind  of  con- 

I 

nedlion  between  the  ftate  of  the  falivary  glands,  and 
the  Venereal  irritation;  and  that  inflaming  thefe 
glands  to  a  certain  degree,  and  for  a  certain  period, 
(like  cutting  upon  a  node)  will  deftroy  the  Vene* 
real  irritation  :  or  perhaps,  the  affedtion  of  the  fa¬ 
livary  glands  by  mercury,  is  no  further  connedled 
with  the  Venereal  virus,  than  as  it  fhews  as  a  mer- 
curlmeter,  the  degree  of  mercurial  ftimulus  in  the 
fyftem. 

^  One  grain  of  mercury  will  do  more  for  one  man 
than  fifty  with  another.  I  have  been  told  of  a  lady  who 
was  falivated  by  taking  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  calomel 
only, 

con- 
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conftitutlons  to  take  it  internally,  in  form 
of  pills,  bolulfes,  &c.  and  to  others,  whofe 
inteftines  are  very  irritable,  and  eafily  a6led 
upon,  in  form  of  ointment  to  be  applied 
to  the  extremities.  Therefore  this  Hercu¬ 
lean  remedy  mull  be  adminiftered  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  beft  agrees  with  the  age, 
conftitution,  and  condition  of  the  patient, 
as  the  judgment  of  the  attendant  prafti- 
tioner  fliall  fuggeft ;  who  in  every  cafe  will 
make  choice  of  that  preparation,  and  of  that 
mode  of  application,  as  they  think  moft 
conducive  to  the  benefit  of  their  patients. 

Previous  to  the  adminiftration  of  mer¬ 
cury  in  any  form,  the  following  particu¬ 
lars  ought  to  be  taken  into  confideration. 
Whether  our  patient  is  affeftedvvith  any  pu¬ 
trid,  nervous,  or  inflammatory  complaints, 
&c.  In  all  thefe  cafes,  the  ufe  of  mercury 
does  not  only  prove  hurtful,  but  in  feveral 
inftances,  where  its  ufe  has  been  perfifted 
in,  even  fatal.  Therefore  attention  to  the 
removal  of  thefe  diforders,  ought  to  be  pre- 
vioufly  paid  to  the  ufe  of  this  mineral.  But, 
indeed,  there  is  an  allowable  exception  to 

this  rule  3  for  if  the  Venereal  fymp toms 

prevail 
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prevail  much,  though  the  patient  is  afflifl- 
ed  with  one  or  other  of  the  above  com¬ 
plaints,  and  the  foft  parts  in  danger  of 
being  confumed,  particularly  thofe  of  the 
mouth,  an  immediate  recourfe  to  mercury 
is  indifpenfably  neceffary,  but  proper  me¬ 
dicines  fulted  for  the  removal  of  thofe  af¬ 
fections  ought  to  be  conjoined  with  it. — 
If  the  patient’s  ftrength  is  much  exhaufted 
frpm  any  preceding  illnefs,  or  if  he  is  na¬ 
turally  of  a  weakly  delicate  conftitution, 
a  healthful  country  air,  with  afs’s  or  cow’s 
milk  as  it  comes  frorn  the  animal,  are  one 
(bf  the  firft  requifites  to  be  attended  to, 
before  a  mercurial  courfe  is  ventured  upon. 
The  milk  likewife  of  a  healthy  woman  is 
found  to  be  one  of  the  greateft  reftoratives 
for  enfeebled  and  debilitated  patients.  His 
diet  in  other  refpefts,  ftiould  confift  of 
whatever  is  of  light  and  eafy  digeftion; 
he  may  drink  occafionally  a  few  glalfes  of 
any  generous  aromatic  white  wine,  as  ma- 
deira,  old  hock,  calcavello,  &c.  Riding 
on  horfeback  two  or  three  hours  a  day 
will  .greatly  affift  the  above  regimen,  by. 

enlivening 
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enlivening  the  fpirlts,  and  otherwife  giving 
firmnefs  and  agility  to  the  whole  body. 
If  medicines  are  required,  they  fliould  be  of 
the  tonic  hind,  fuch  as  Peruvian  bark,  vi¬ 
triolic  elixir,  &e.  If  he  is  low-fpirited, 
wh^h  oftener  occurs  in  Venereal  Diftempers 
than  we  are  aware  of,  particularly  with 
thofe  whofe  conftitutions  we  have  been  de¬ 
lineating,  preparations  of  iron,  with  that 
powerful  vegetable  tonic  the  bark,  has  been 
found  an  excellent,  and  indeed  the  only  re-r 
medy :  thefe,  with  cheerful  company,  will 
greatly  contribute  to  recover  the  ftrength, 
and  recruit  the  fpirits  neceflary  for  enabling 
the  patient  to  bear  the  ufe  of  mercury. 
But  it  not  uncommonly  happens,  that 
weaknefs  and  low-fpiritednefs  are  the  im¬ 
mediate  confequences  of  the  Venereal  poi- 
fon  lurking  in  the  habit  In  a  cafe  of 

this 

^  I  had  lately  an  inftance  of  this — An  amiable 
young  lady  contracted  a  Venereal  complaint  from  her 
hufband,  above  a  tvi^elvemonth  before  fhe  confulted 
pie,  and  went  then  through  a  mercurial  courfe,  and 
Was  thought  perfectly  cured.  About  eight  months  af- 
fer,  the  found  herftlf  extremely  weak  and  much  de¬ 
bilitated. 


9a  R  E  M  E  D  I  E  s  for  the 

this  defcription,  mercury  will  be  the  only 
flrengthener,  and  its  ufe  ought  not  to  be 
delayed  a  moment}  If,  however, -  the  pa-: 
tient  enjoys  a  good  ftate  of  health,  no  pre¬ 
liminary  method,  in  my  opinion,  is  rje- 
quired.  Aftruc  recommends  a  long  and 
tedious  preparative  procefe,  even  to  pa¬ 
tients  other'wife  healthy,  and  to  which  few 
of  our  modern  patients  would,  or  have, 
any  occafion  to  fubmit  to  :  Sydenham,  on 

bilitated,'  her  appetite  entirely  gone,  lownefs  of  fpirlts, 
accompanied  with  religious  horrors,  a  dreadful,  though 
not  an  unufual  fymptom  in  this  hydra.  I  put  her  under 
a  courfe  of  Peruvian  bark,  with  valerian,  fteel,  and 
other  nervous  and  tonic  remedies,  as  generally  recom¬ 
mended  in  thofe  complaints.  She  continued  their  ufe 
for  fome  time  with  great  attention,  but  to  no  effe61:, 
the  difeafe  rather  increafing.  I  then  thought  it  was 
requifite  (being  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  her 
cafe)  to  try  a  mercurial  courfe,  imagining  that  thofe 
appearances  were  in  confequence  of  the  filent  ravages 
the  Lues  Venerea  commits  on  the  conftitution,  with¬ 
out 'any  apparent  charadleriftlc  of  the  difeafe  being 
prefent ;  which  really  fell  out  as  I  fufpefted :  for  in  abou^ 
a  month's  time,  her  appetite,  ftrength,  and  fpirits  were 
reftored;  and  by  perfevering  a  few  weeks  longer  in  this 
treatment,  file  now  enjoys  a  ftate  of  pcrfe£l  good 
health. 
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the  other  hand,  reprobates  all  preparative 
methods ,  and  in  his  Epijlola  fecunda  Re-- 
Jponfor  de  Morb,  Vener,  afferts,  that  they 
ftould  always  be  omitted  as  injurious. 
But  as  Venereal  pra61:ice  (much  to  the 
honor  of  modern  phylic)  is  fo  much  al¬ 
tered  and  improved  fince  the  periods  of 
thefe  two  great  authorities,  their  opinions 
relative  to  the  treatment  of  the  diftemper, 
is  nearly  become  obfolete. 

The  next  thing  to  be  confidered.  Is  the 
proper  feafon  for  entering  upon  a  courfe  of , 
mercury.  It  has  been  a  general  obfervation, 
that  the  Venereal  Difeafe  yields  eafier  to 
a  good  treatment  in  warm  and  dry  climates 
and  feafons,  than  in  cold  and  damp  ones : 
this  is  the  reafon,  that  has  rendered  Mont¬ 
pelier  fo  famous  for  curing  the  moft  ob- 
ftinate  and  confirmed  Lues  ^  :  this  is  like- 
wife  the  reafon,  that  people  who  are  not 
cured  of  Venereal  complaints  in  the  north¬ 
ern  parts  of  Europe,  are  fometimes  cured 
by  removing  to  the  dry  fine  air  of  the 
South  of  France,  Italy,  and  Portugal. 

*  cn  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 


W  ere 
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Were  we  always  able  to  chufe  a  feafoD', 
tlie  Ipring  and  autumn  ought  equally  to 
be  preferred  to  the  fc'orching  heat  of  fum- 
mer,  and  the  chilling  cold  of  winter, 
provided  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe 
will  admit  of  delay,  otherwifej  no  at¬ 
tention  is  to  be  paid  to  feafon*  The 
coldnefs  of  the  fealbn,  &c.  may  be  re¬ 
medied  by  confinement  to  the  houfe,  and 
the  heat  regulated  agreeable  to  the  feeling 
of  the  patient ;  but  if  his  bufinefs  or  cir¬ 
cumftances  of  life  oblige  him  to  go  out 
in  cold  damp  weather,  he  fhould  pay  the 
ftrideft  attention  to  his  clothing,  and 
conftantly  wear  under  his  ftiirt  a  waiftcoat 
of  calico  or  flannel,  and  by  all  means  to 
avoid  wet  feet. 

It  is  now  univerfally  allowed,  that  mer¬ 
cury  is  the  only  remedy  in  the  Venereal 
Difeafe ;  but  what  its  operation  is,  or  how 
it  cures  the  difeafe,  has  been  long  a  point 
undifcuflbd,  ®  fub  judice  Us  eji.  A  quef- 
tion,  therefore,  naturally  arifes — ^How  it 
afts  on  the  Venereal  virus  ?  Whether  by 
deftroying  it?  quality,  or^  by  producing  a^ 

evacuation, 
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evacuation,  expelling  it  out  of  the  fyftem  ? 
Each  of  thefe  opinions  have  had  their  re- 
fpeftive  votaries.  Among  thofe  who  rather 
adhere  to  the  latter,  is  the  learned  and  in¬ 
genious  Dr.  Cullen,  who  fuppofes,  that 
mercury  afts  as  a  univerfal  evacuant, 
which  changes  the  w’hole  mafs  of  fluids, 
and  evacuates  in  particular  any  foreign 
matter  that  ^may  be  mixed  with  them; 
and  the  Ihorteft  way,  fays  the  Doctor,  in 
producing  this  effefl,  is  probably  by  ex¬ 
citing,  a  diaphorefis :  as  a  proof  of  this, 
he  introduces  in  his  Lefture  on  Syphilis, 

*  the  following  very  interefting  medical 
anecdote* 

^  An  officer,  being  in  a  campaign, 
was  afflifted  with  a  Lues,  infilled,  in 
view  of  battle,  upon  being  immediately 
freed  from  his  difeafe ;  the  regimental 
furgeon,  in  compliance,  with  his  ear- 
neft  entreaties,  anointed  him  at  once 
“  from  neck  to  heel,  ufing  it  to  fuch  a 
quantity,  as  contained  an  ounce  of 

*  Cullen's  Le<^,  on  Syphilis,  in  manufeript,  1776- 

y  quickfilver 
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quickfilver  in  one  night.  The  confe- 
quence  was,  that  the  patient  broke  out 
into  a  moft  profufe  and  continued  fweati 
which,  in  a  few  days  removed  all  his 
“  lymptoms.  I  will  not  vouch  for  the 
truth  of  this,  nor  do  I  propofe  it/’ 
continues  that  admirable  prailitioner,  for 
your  imitation.  If  we  may  truft  to 
it,  it  points  out  the  good  efFedls  that 
are  to  be  derived  from  ufing  mercury, 
fo  as  to  fupport  all  the  outlets ;  and  this 
may  be  obtained,  by  employing  acrid 
preparations  of  it,  which  promife  to  be 
good  remedies.  Hence  we  may  account 
for  the  good  effects  of  corrofive  fubli- 
mate^,  which,  though  a  valuable  reme- 

dy, 

^  My  late  worthy  and  ingenious  friend  Mr.  Clare, 
applied  this  active  and  powerful  mercurial  preparation 
with  the  happieft  fuccefs,  in  the  form  of  a  itrong  fo- 
lution  in  water,  on  the  palms  of  the  hands,  and  foies 
of  the  feet ;  with  a  very  gentle  degree  of  fridtion  on 
either  of  thefe  furfaces,  the  medicine  is  readily  ab- 
forbed,  and  prefently  fhews  its  effects  on  the  fyftem. 

By  this  mode  of  application,  its  deleterious  adtion  on 
the  flomach  and  bowels  is  completely  avoided,  and  the 

efficacy 


Lues  Venerea. 


97 

“  dy,  is  not  fo  efFeitual  with  us,  as  has 
been  reprefented  by  Van  Swieten,  and 
its  firft  introducers  into  praftice.  Pro- 
bably  its  failure  in  many  cafes,  may 
have  been  owing  to  its  determination  to 
the  Ikin  being  checked  by  the  patient 
expofing  himfelf  to  the  cool  air,  whilft 
he  was  under  a  courfe  of  that  medicine; 
“  and,  therefore,  if  the  cure  be  attempted 
with  that  preparation  in  cold  weather, 
without  confinement,  we  may  l)e  dif- 
appointed,” 

This  medicine  we  alfo  imagine  may  fail 
from  fome  peculiarities  of  temperament, 
which  hinders  it  from  affedling  the  Ikin — 
as  we  know  there  are  fome  people  in  whom 
it  is  very  difficult  to  promote  perfpiration. 
However  much  this  medicine  may  be  held 
in  difefteem,  there  are  many  inftances  on 
record,  where  it  has  been  given  with  ftrong 
decoftions  of  farfaparilla  and  mezereon, 

efficacy  of  the  remedy  is  no  ways  impaired — circum- 
Rances  of  confiderable  moment  in  practice,  and  lead 
lis  to  form  a  very  favourable  opinion  of  this  novel 
manner  of  employing  it. 

H  under 
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Biider  a  Guide  obfervance  to  a  low  diet,  and 
with  confinement  to  the  houfe,  and  keep¬ 
ing  warm,  have  removed  the  moft  ftub- 
born  Venereal  complaints,  where  every 
other  remedy  had  failed.  Praditioners  of 
late  have  preferred  the  milder  preparations 
of  mercury  to  this  acrid  one,  on  account 
of  the  violence  of  its  nature ;  even  when 
joined  with  opium,  it  produces  effedts  of 
the  worll:  kind,  fuch  as  griping,  purging,, 
head-ach,  &c.  for  which  reafon  it  is  now 
almoft  totally  laid  afide  :  however,  I  have 
feen  it  employed  with  great  fuccefs  in  Ve¬ 
nereal  eruptions  of  the  fkin,  and  in  deep 
feated  ulcers.  I  rather  apprehend  its  fail¬ 
ure  is  more  owing  to  the  injudicious  mode 
of  preferibing  it,  than  any  fault  of  the 
medicine  itfelf.  It  ought  never  to  be  given 
to  the  weak  and  irritable,  nor  to  thofe  who 
are  fubjeft  to  pulmonic  afieflions ;  but  to 
the  ftrong  and  healthy, the  fublimate  may  be 
adminiftered  with  great  fafety.  The  quan¬ 
tity  to  be  begun  with  ought  not  to  exceed 
one-fixth,or  at  moft  one-fourth  of  a  grain  a 
day,  at  the  fame  time  diluting  largely  with 

bar- 
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barley-water,  decoftions  of  burdock,  farfa- 
parilla,  &c 

With  refpeft  to  the  operation  of  mer¬ 
cury  on  the  fyftem,  I  apprehend,  that  it 
adts  not  fo  much  by  evacuating  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  virus,  as  uniting  with  it  chemi¬ 
cally,  and  forming  a  compound  whofe 
properties  are  rendered  perfectly  innocent, 
and  entirely  differing  from,  and  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  qualities  which  either  of  the 
fubftances  poffeired  before  their  union ; 
and  which  afterwards  may  either  remain 
for  a  length  of  time  in,  or  be  expelled  the 
fyftem.  This  theory  of  its  operation  feems 
to  be  the  moft  rational  of  any  yet  fabri¬ 
cated* — -For  was  it  to  pafs  off  by  the  fkin, 

^  Two,  three,  or  four  grains  of  corrofivefublimate, 
(or  according  to  circurriftances)  diiTolved  in  a  quart  of 
water,  makes  one  of  the  moft  elegant,  and  at  the 
fame  time  moft  efficacious  injections  in  a  Venereal  Go¬ 
norrhoea,  of  any  we  are  acquainted  with.  For  this 
purpofe  it  far  excels  the  boafted  preparation  of  lead, 
copper^  &c.  which  have  all  been  fo  highly  extolled  in 
that  difcharge.  For  the  above  moft  excellent  injection, 

I  arn  indebted  to  Mr.  Blizard,  whofe  long  and  fuc- 
cefstul^  trials  of  it,  confirms  the  encomiums  we  have 
been  beftowing  upon  it. 

H  2 
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a.  preparation  ^of  antimony  would  anfwer 
the  purpofe  more  efFcdually — Wash  to  be 
expelled  the  fyflem  by  the  inteftines,  we  are 
provided  with  much  better  purgatives. — Or 
did  its  good  efFefts  depend  on  an  increafed 
fecretion  of  faliva,  tobacco  might  equally 
anfwer  that  intention.  I  flatter  myfelf, 
that  this  theory  will  appear  to  be  well 
grounded,  on  the  confideration,  that  mer¬ 
curial  applications  will  cure  local  affecr 
tions.  By  advancing  this  do6lrine,  we 
would  perhaps  be  able,  not  only  to  account 
for  a  few  grains  of  mercury  relieving 
fometimes  the  mofl:  excruciating  pains  of 
the  bones  3  but  alfo  why  mercury,  taken 
internally,  removes  Venereal  Ulcers  with¬ 
out  any  external  application. 

In  exhibiting  mercury,  one  material 
circumftance  is  to  be  attended  to — the 
quantity  to  be  introduced;  this  has  like- 
wife  been  a  fubjed  of  debate.  If  we  ad¬ 
mit,  that  it  has  the  power  of  uniting  with 
the  virus,  wherever  it  meets  it,  and  de- 
ftroying  its  deleterious  qualities,  it  ought 
not  to  be  given  in  fuch  proportions,  as  to 

be 
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te  expelled  the  fyftem  by  purging,  immo¬ 
derate  fweating,  nor  by  an  increafed  fe- 
cretion  from  the  fall  vary  glands. — Saliva¬ 
tion  therefore,  but  under  certain  circum- 
ftances  which  we  fhall  prefently  fpeak  of, 
fhould  always  be  avoided,  being  undoubt- 
>edly  a  tedious,  cruel  procefs,  and  unne- 
cefiary  for  the  cure,  both  Analogy 

and  Experience. 

From  Analogy — If  mercury  is  adminif- 
tered  in  fuch  a  quanity,  as  to  pafs  off  by 
any  of  the  different  excretories  of  the 
body,  we  are  difappointed  in  our  expe6la- 
txons :  ex,  gr.  We  exhibit  Peruvian  bark 
for  the  cure  of  intermittents  :  if  it  is  car¬ 
ried  off  by  ftool,  we  add  opium  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  purgative  efFe6ts.  Therefore  we 
give^  mercury  with  a  view,  that  its  adion 
fliould  deftroy  the  effefts  of  the  Venereal 
Poifon,  by  a  fpecies  of  attraftion,  which 
takes  place  between  them  in  the  body. 
It  is  evident  then,  that  the  more  mer¬ 
cury  we  can  have  to  remain  in  the  fyftem, 
in  a  given  time,  until  the  virus  is  fhfRci- 
ently  faturated,  the  more  certain  fhall  we 
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be  in  dellroying  it.  It  fliould,  thereforCj^ 
be  exhibited  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  in  fucli 
quantities,  as  to  produce  one  or  the  other 
of  the  following  appearances,  ift,'  A  hard- 
nefs,  fulnefs,  and  a  moderate  frequency  of 
the  pulfe.^ — 2dly,  Fetor  of  the  breathy,  with, 
a  forenefs  of  the  mouth  and  gums'%. — 

Or 

*  As  foon  as  the  mercury  afFecSs  the  mouth  of  the 
patient,  or  occafions  an  acceleration  of  the  pulfe^ 
we  are  fure  of  the  mo|l  efiential  point,  viz.  of  its 
having  entered  the  circulation,  which  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  deftroying  completely  the  poifon  lodged 
there.  However,  I  have  often  feen  this  mineral  cure 
Venereal  Diftempers,  without  either  producing  forenef^ 
of  the  gums,  fetor  of  the  breath,  or  any  fenfible  alte¬ 
ration  or  effeiSt  whatever  in  the  fyftem. 

But  thefe  appearances  are  fatisfa<5i:ory  and  excellent 
guides  to  fleer  by,  and  in  general  ought  devoutly  to 
be  wifned  for.  The  difappearing  of  internal  Venereal 
Symptoms,  and  more  fo  of  external  ones,  is  another 
not  unequivocal  fign,  that  the  mercury  has  exerted 
its  aHion  on  the  Venereal  Virus.  If  Venereal  Ulcers, 
which  arofe  from  an  infedled  mafs,  begin  to  heal,  if 
pains  of  the  bones  begin  to  vanifh,  under  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  we  are  fure  of  its  having  removed  the  effedls 
of  the  V  enereal  Poifon  ;  but  we  cannot  yet  afcertain, 
that  every  particle  of  this  poifon  prefent  in  the  body, 
is  totally  eradicated.  In  order  to  remedy  this  incon¬ 
venience. 
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Or  3dly,  an  abatement  of  the  fymptomsj, 
without  any  of  the  preceding  phaenome- 
na.  We  are  pofTeffed  of  no  other  criteria, 
whereby  we  can  judge  of  the  quantity  of 
this  mineral  to  be  depended  upon.  There¬ 
fore,  any  one  of  thefe  appearances  is  a 
fufficient  and  fatisfaftory  teft,  that  the  fyf- 
tem  is,  under  the  influence  of  mercury. 
When  we  have  got  any  one  of  thefe  cha- 
radteriflics  of  its  operation,  there  is  no  oc- 
cafion  for  pufhing  it  any  further ;  fince 
the  fupporting  any  one  of  them,  for  a  few 
weeks,  will  carry  off  mofl:  inftances  of 
Lues,  and  even  thofe  that  are  pretty  ex- 
tenfively  diffufed  over  the  fyftem. 

From  Experience — This  will  warrant  me 
in  alTerting,  that  the  evacuation  produced 
is  often  an  obftru£lion  to  the  cure ;  for 
mercury  cures  fooner,  and  with  greater 
certainty,  when  the  ftrength  is  but  little, 
than  when  it  is  much  reduced  by  it:  hav- 

venience,  the  ufe  of  mercury  ought  to  be  perfift.ed  in 
for  at  leaft  two  or  three  weeks,  (according  to  the  vi¬ 
rulence  of  the  difeafe)  after  every  Venereal  Symptom 
has  entirely  difappeared. 

H  4 
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ing  feveral  times  bore  teftimony  of  the 
failure  of  falivation,  in  curing  the  difeafe, 
and  when  it  was  adminiftered  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  produce  one  or  other  of  the 
above  appearances,  with  as  little  fenfible 
evacuation  as  poffible,  fucceed. 

In  whatever  manner  or  form  we  are  de¬ 
termined  on  to  adminifter  mercury,  faliva¬ 
tion  ought  to  be  guarded  againft.  For 
however  ftrongly  its  advocates  may  reafon 
in  favor  of  it,  it  is  erroneous  to  imagine, 
that  by  falivation  all  the  poifon  is  carried 
off,  and  the  difeafe  by  that  means  radically 
ciired,  juft  the  contrary  effeft  takes  place. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that  if  falivation  is 
brought  on,  the- patient  will  often  find  all 
his  fymptoms  difappear,  and  of  courfe  be 
induced  to  think  himfelf  cured ;  but  fome 
months,  nay,  fometimes  only  a  few  weeks 
,afterwards,  the  fymptoms  will  return  with 
increaftd  violence.  No  doubt,  but  if  the 
difeafe  is  of  a  flight  nature,  it  may  by 
this  method  be  eradicated  ^  yet,  from  re¬ 
peated  obfervations  I  may  venture  to  af¬ 
firm,  that  thofe  cures  affedled  by  faliva^ 

tion^ 
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tion,  never  can  or  ought  to  be  depended 
upon. 

The  means  of  preventing  falivatlon, 
may  be  comprehended  under  the  following 
heads. — ift,  By  beginning  with  mercury, 
in  fmall  dofes,  and  increafing  it  gradually, 
until  there  are  evident  marks  of  its  having 
entered  the  circulation  5  and  when  thefc 
occurrences  take  place  —  by  intermitting 
the  ufe  of  mercury  until  they  ceafe. — adly. 
By  avoiding  expofure  to  cold  or  damp  air, 
particularly  at  night. — 3dly,  By  indulging 
the  patient  with  a  free  and  generous  diet, 
and  a  moderate  ufe  of  wine,  if  he  is  not 
naturally  of  a  phlogiftic  habit. 

By  a  careful  obfervance  of  the  foregoing 
rules,  I  think  it  is  in  general  not  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  avoid  falivation,  and  which  few 
cafes  that  are  truly  Venereal,  however  ob- 
flinate,  can  withftand. 

In  the  following  fituations,  however, 
falivation  feems  inevitable. — ift.  In  per- 
fons  who  are  naturally  very  irritable,  or 
fuch  as  are  rendered  fo  by  repeated  courfes 
pf  mercury,  in  whom  the  fmalleft  dofe, 

exhibited 
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exhibited  in  any  form,  immediately  affefts 
the  mouth,  and  if  perfifted  in  for  two  or 
three  days,  produces  falivation. — adly.  In 
thofe,  when  the  difeafe  is  gaining  much 
ground,  and  proceeding  fo  fall:,  that  the 
foft  parts  are  in  danger  of  being  deftroy- 
ed,  and  the  patient  cut  off,  or  at  leafl:  dif- 
figured,  by  the  violence  of  its  effefts. — 
In  this  cafe  it  would  be  extremely  hazard¬ 
ous,  to  wait  till  its  baneful  influence  is 
checked  by  the  remedy  adminiftered  in  fuch 
a  way  as  to  avoid  falivation. — 3dly,  In 
others  again,  where  we  cannot  trufl:  to 
their  uflng  it  regularly.  Many  have  ob- 
je6Ied  to  this  lafl:  reafon  for  employing  fa¬ 
livation,  in  order  to  rid  the  patient  of  the 
difeafe,  but  with  what  propriety  I  cannot 
fee,  though  perhaps  I  am  as  great  an  ene¬ 
my  to  this  mode  of  cure  as  any  of  its 
avowed  ones  \  yet  when  we  have  got  people 
to  deal  with,  who  are  irregular  in  uflng 
what  is  recommended,  and  otherwife  very 
inattentive  to  their  health,  even  when  the 
difeafe  is  making  rapid  progrefs  in  their 
conilitutions,— Under  thefe  circumfliances, 

after 
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after  we  have  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft: 
pathetic  terms  pointed  out  to  them  the 
impropriety  of  their  conduft,  and  that 
their  perfevering  in  it  will  be  the  irreme¬ 
diable  caufe  of  bringing  mifery  on  them- 
felves,  and  transferring  it  to  thofe  unborn^ 
and  perhaps  of  rendering  them  totally  in¬ 
capable  of  ever  enjoying  the  pleafures  of 
the  marriage-bed  :  after  we  have  ftrongly 
enforced  thefe  interefting  particulars,  and. 
they  ftill  perfift  in  this  improper  mode  of 
proceeding,  a  refpeft  for  our  own  charac¬ 
ter,  and,  what  is  more,  the  love  of  hu¬ 
manity  authorize,  nay,  oblige  us  to  ufe  this 
violent  method  of  cure,  not  from  any  pre- 
dileftion  in  favour  of  it,  but  from  mere 
necefiity:  as  on  the  contrary,  falivation 
rather  renders  the  effeft  of  the  medicine 
doubtful,  and  in  courfe  ought  to  be  avoid¬ 
ed,  unlefs  in  thofe  fituations  we  have  been 
defcribing. 
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AMONGST  the  various  remedies 
which  have  been  recommended  in  Venereal 
complaints,  opium,  though  often  prefcrib- 
ed  for  them  with  no  -other  purpofe  than 
merely  to  alleviate  pain  or  leffen  irritabi¬ 
lity,  yet  its  pofleffing  antivenereal  quali¬ 
ties  was  novel,  and  never  fuggefted  before 
the  year  1779 ;  when  the  fpecific  powers  of 
this  celebrated  medicine  were  accidentally 
clifcovered  by  Dr.  Frederick  Michaelis, 
Phyfician-General  to  the  Heffian  troops  ^ 
and  the  circumftances  which  led  him  to 
this  difcovery  are  related  by  him,  as  appear 
in  the  fequel'^*  A  young  gentleman, 
who,  after  having  tried  a  variety  of  mer- 
curia!  preparations  for  a  moll  inveterate 
“  Venereal  affedlion,  gave  up  his  bufmefs 
**  in  New  York,  where  he  then  refided, 
and  went  to  England  without  hopes  of 
recovery.  Hetheretook  large  dofes  of  opi-? 
um  to  eafe  his  pain  j  its  efFe6ls,  however, 
furpaffed  his  moft  fanguine  expectations, 
for  without  ufing  any  other  remedy,  he 

♦  Vid.  London  Medical  Commentaries,  Vol.  I. 
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found  himfelf  perfectly  cured  within  a 
“  very  fhort  fpace  of  time.  I  no  fooner 
“  heard  of  this  extraordinary  recovery, 
“  than  I  became  defirous  to  alcertain 
“  whether  Opium  would  have  the  fame 
“  effedt,  where  no  mercury  had  been  given. 
“  My  trials,  for  this  purpofe,  were  pretty 
“  numerous,  and  in  general  attended  with 
“  great  fuccefs.  They  were  made  with  all 
“  the  accuracy  I  was  capable  of.  The 
“  medicines  were  always  given  by  tlie  mates 
“  of  the  hofpitals,  and  I  myfelf  faw  the 
“  patient  daily,  and  wrote  down,  upon  the 
“  fpot,  every  change  that  occurred. — The 
“  patients  were  fo  carefully  attended  to, 
"  that  I  am  certain  they  took  the  medicines 
“  in  the  dofes  directed ;  and  equally  cer- 
“  tain  that  they  took  no  other  remedy.” 
— The  above,  with  about  twenty  other  in- 
ftances,  the  Doftor  produces,  to  prove  the 
fuperior  efficacy  of  opium  over  all  other 
remedies  in  this  difeafe. — He  very  candidly 
acknowledges,  that  it  did  not  always  fuc- 
ceed ;  but  the  proportion  of  the  fuccefsful 
cafes,  to  thofe  in  which  this  medicine  alone 

did 
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did  not  effect  a  cure,  was  as  three  to  one  % 
and  among  thofe  in  which  it  failed,  there 
were  many  in  which  mercury  proved  equally 
ineffeduah 

The  immenfe  quantities  of  opium  which 
he  gave  his  patients  are  truly  aftonifhing. 
He  has  frequently  adminiftered,  from  one 
grain,  to  two  fcruples  at  a  dole,  even  to 
thofe  who  had  never  been  accuftomed  to  it; 
and  which  is  very  remarkable,  thefe  enor¬ 
mous  dofes  often  produced  little  or  no 
fleep  ;  and  that  if  it  had  that  effefi:  at  firft^ 
it  generally  went  off  in  a  fhort  time.  But 
in  what  manner  this  catholicon  a6ls  on  the 
Venereal  Virus,  he  does  hot  attempt  to 
explain  :  nor,  indeed,  has  its  effedts,  which 
it  produces  on  the  human  frame,  been 
thoroughly  inveftigated,  or  obferved  with 
fufficient  accuracy.  It  is,  however,  a  pre-^ 
valent  opinion,  that  it  diminifhes  every 
fecretion,  perfpiration  excepted.  Opium, 
as  far  as  it  induces  deep  renders  us  in* 
fenfible  of  a  moderate  ffimulus ;  and,  per* 

*  Dr.  Young  on  Opium, 

haps, 
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haps,  many  of  the  phjenomena  attending 
it,  may  be  accounted  for  from  this  infenfi- 
bility.  Hence,  perhaps,  it  is,  that  moft  of 
our  excretions  are  abated,  or  interrupted  at 
that  time ;  we  neither,  ex.  gr.  cough,  hawk, 
fpit,  fneeze,  nor  evacuate  by  ftool  or  urine. 
It  feems  to  be  owing  to  this,  that  many  of 
our  fecreted  liquors,  which,  though  thin 
when  they  arrive  at  the  excretory  dudis,  yet 
by  the  remora  there,  in  our  fleep  becomes 
thick :  witnefs  the  wax  in  the  ears;  The 
jnucus  in  our  mouth,  nofe,  fauces,  and  in- 
teftines,  they  are  all  thicker  after  a  pro¬ 
found  lleep,  probably  by  remaining  till 
the  aqueous  parts  are  abforbed  or  evapo¬ 
rated  :  and  hence,  perhaps,  it  is,  that  per- 
fpiration,  which  is  excited  without  any  fti- 
mulus,  proceeds  fully  as  well  aileep  as  when 
awake;  nay,  probably  better,  on  account  of 
the  other  excretions  beingthen  leflened.  But 
the  experiments  made  by  Dodtor  Michaelis, 
tend  to  confute  this,  and  eftablifh  a  con¬ 
trary  hypothefis,TO2;.-  That  the  large  doles  of 
opium,  which  he  gave  to  his  patients,  in- 
ftead  of  diminilhing  the  fecretions,  had  an 
5  oppofite 
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oppofite  efFeft,  for  moft  of  them  made  mord 
urine  than  ordinary :  and  another  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  effed:  it  produced,  which  to  the 
Reader  will  appear  to  border  upon  the 
credible — was  now  and  then  an  increafed 
fecretion  of  faliva,  fometimes  amounting  to 
adual  falivatlon.,  Another  fymptom,  the 
Doctor  takes  notice  of,  will  appear  equally 
fo,  was,  its  fometimes  bringing  on  a  moft 
violent  diarrhoea,  particularly  when  great 
quantities  of  it  were  accumulated  in  the 
bowels  In  whatever  manner  opium 
operates  on  the  fyftem,  it  is  not  our  pre- 
fent  purpofe  to  enter  upon — fulRce  it  to  fay^ 
agreeable  to  the  Author’s  account,  it  gene¬ 
rally  proved  a  fovereign  remedy  in  the 
difeafe.  But  however  well  authenticated 
the  above  pradice  is,  however  refpedablc 

*  It  feems  to  have  been  a  conflant  rule  with  the 
Dodlior,  to  bleed  thofe  patients  of  a  plethoric  habit, 
previous  to  their  commencing  a  courfe  of  opium,  and 
to  evacuate  the  bowels,  if  there  was  any  indication  for 
doing  fo ;  it  being  well  known,  that  it  would  be  highly 
incongruous,  in  a  judicious  pradlitioner,  to  adminifter 
opium,  when  there  were  any  impurities  in  the  firft 
paflages. 
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and  numerous  the  authorities  ^  brought 
forward  to  fupport  it,  it  has  not  been  at¬ 
tended,  by  no  means,  either  in  our  hofpi- 
tals  in  town,  or  in  private  praftice  with 
that  uninterrupted  flow  of  fuccefs  which  its 
introducer  has  fo  ftrenuoufly  afferted. 

As  far  as  ever  I  have  been  able  to  judge 
of  the  effefts  of  opium  in  the  Venereal 
Difeafe,  have  briefly  been,  as  follows -f-. — 

That 

^  Repeated  fuccefsful  trials  of  this  medicine  were 
made  in  the  Britifla  hofpital,  at  New  York,  by  Dr, 
Nooth,  Mefirs,  Grant,  Beaumont,  Forfter,  and  Wier, 
furgeons.  By  Dr.  Schopf,  phyfician  to  the  Anfpach 
,  troops.  In  England,  by  Dr.  'Saunders  of  Guy’s  hof¬ 
pital  ;  the  refult  of  the  laft  Gentleman’s  experiments 
were  not  followed  (as  far  as  I  can  learn)  with  fuch  a 
trail;  of  unequivocal  fuccefs,  as  Dr.  Michaelis  has  re- 
prefented. 

t  Opium,  applied  either  in  a  very  fine  powder,  or  a 
folution  of  it  in  water  to  ill-conditioned  ulcers,  whether 
arifing  from  a  Venereal  or  fcorbutic  taint,  is,  perhaps, 
one  of  the  beft  remedies  the  whole  practice  of  phyfic 
can  furnifh  us  with.  The  following  inftance,  among 
the  many  I  have  been  witnefs  to,  may  ferve  to  illuftrate 
its  efiicacy  in  ulcers  from  the  former  caufe.  A  Gen¬ 
tleman,  32  years  of  age,  of  a  healthy  robuft  conftitution, 
confulted  Dr.  Turnbull  and  myfelf,  about  four  or  five 
jBonths  ago,  for  a  large  deep  fpreading  ulcer,  with  hard 

I  pro- 
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That  large  and  continued  dofes  of  it,  joined 
with  mercury,  adminiftered  in  \  enereal 

prominent  borders,  extremely  fenfible  to  the  touch,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  confiderable  acrid  dilcharge,  which  gave 
himexquifite  torture,  and  had  covered,  and  was  in  danger 
of  confuming  the  whole  glans.-— Under  thefe  alarming 
circumftances,  mercury,  both  externally  and  internally 
adminiftered,  was  had  immediate  recourfe  to,  without 
the  leaft  the  ulcer  continuing  to  fpread  and  de- 

ftroy  the  parts  ;  but  at  laft  fortunately  gave  way  to  a, 
ftrong  folution  of  opium  in  water,  W’ith  which  it  was 
frequently  bathed  throughout  the  day;  at  the  fame  time 
he  took  from  three  to  ten  grains  of  the  extra(51:.  thebaic, 
combined  with  mere,  calcinat.  —  By  purfuing  this 
courfe,  together  with  giving  him  the  bark  in  large  dofes, 
at  the  end  of  a  month  he  was  perfeiftly  recovered  ;  but 
it  was  thought  neceflary  to  continue  the  medicine  for 
three  weeks  longer,  gradually  diminiftding  the  quantity 
of  opium. 

The  circumftances  of  this  cafe  points  out  to  us  that 
what  mercury  alone  cannot  accomplifh,may  be  afFe(£fed  by 
a  judicious  union  of  thefe  two  powerful  remedies. — 
Another  mods  of  ufing  opium  in  ulcers,  is,  by  means 
of  vapour  ;  this,  joined  with  the  vapour  of  camphire, 
has  a  moft  furprifing  eftedon  ulcers  of  a  longftanding. 

A  refpc6labls  Spanifli  furgeon  firft  informed  me  of 

this  method  of  applying  opium  to  ulcers,  when  I  was  in 
that  kingdom,  about  five  years  ago.-— And  I  believe  tha't 

it  is  not  at  prefent  generally  kilown,  orpradtifed  in  this 

liland. 
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afFeflions  of  the  bones,  which  often  occa- 
fion  (particularly  at  night,  when  in  bed) 
the  moll  excrutiating  agony,  are  fometimes 
attended  with  the  moll  falutary  confe- 
quences. 

That  its  principal  efFe6ls  are  merely  (as 
has  been  obferved)  Firll,  To  mitigate  pain. 
—  Secondly,  To  diminilh  irritability. — 
Thirdly,  To  prevent  the  llomach  and  in- 
tellines  from  being  flimulated  and  llrongly 
a6led  upon  by  faline  mercurial  prepara¬ 
tions.  Thefe  feera  to  be  the  only  good 
purpofes  that  are  to  be  expefted  from  the 
ufe  of  opium  in  Lues  Venerea. 

F uture  experiments,  and  time  the  grand 
finilher  of  all  human  events,  mull  decide 
on  this,  as  well  as  on  every  other  fubjeft. 
But  the  elFedts  already  obferved,  cer¬ 
tainly  juftify  us,  in  giving  this  new 
remedy  a  fair  and  candid  trial,  particularly 
in  cafes  where  mercury  cannot  be  ufed 

with  fafety,  or  where  it  has  been  employed 
without  elfecl. 


